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fuch an Exatine{s, as may be of real 
Service at Sea. iy jou. PetR. Bis- 
STER, M.D. 


SEC T. Tf. 
Concerning thefe Methods, and their 
Demonjiration. 
§. 1. EoME TERS demonftrate, that if twe 


circles of different bignefs are defcri- 
bed from one center, and on the fame plane, 
and I draw trom the center two different right 
lines to the greater circle, that the two right 
lines interject arches of the fame degrees in the 
greater and in the leffer circle ; fee fig. 1. 'There- 
fore, 7f I know the arch in one circle, I know 
alfo the arch in the other. 

§. 2. Now, the equator of the globe of the earth, 
and the equincttial of the celefiial jpbere, are two 
circles of different bigness, to be confidered, as 
defcribed from one and the fame center, both be- 
ang in the fame plane *, 'Theretore, ¢f I /uppofe 
two right lines drawn from the center of the earth 
to the equinottial, I fhau then have in the [aid 
eguinottial, and in the equator of the earth, arches 
of equal degrees. 

§. 3. Suppefe the leffer circle in the firft fi- 
gure here, to reprefent the equator of the globe 


* The motion of the Earth in its Orbit, does not hinder 
that the equinoétial of the celeftial fphere fhould not be con- 
fidered as defcribed rom the fame center as the equator of 
the earth, and on the fame plane with it; becaufe of the 
fmalnefs of the whole Orbit of the Earth, and its great di- 
fiance in refpect to the equinoctial; as is fully demonilrated 
py Aitronomers. 
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of the earth, and the greater the equinoCtial of 
the celeftial fphere : fuppofe two meriaians in 
the leffer circle, let one be at a, and its longi- 
tude known ; (1 mean here fuch a known meri- 
dian, for which we have aftronomical tables 
ready calculated ; for example, that of Green. 
wich; ) let the other be at 4, where men are, 
and whole longitude is unknown: fuppofe two 
right lines trom the center of the circles to the 
greater circle, one thro’ the meridian at 4 unto 
c, and the other thro’ the meridian at J to ad 
Then the arch in the circle reprefenting the equi- 
noltial between c and d, and the arch inthe cir- 
cle veprejenting the equator between a aud by are 
of equal degrees. 

§. 4. But the arch in the equinoltial between c 
and d, may be deduced in a demonfirative way 
upon the unknown meridian b, where men are, 
when circumfances and opportunity ferve: viz. 
the point of the equinoétial upon a certain fup- 


-pofed meridian, whofe longitude is known, in 
b>] 5 


the fig. at a, may be inferred from demonftrable 
principles, when circumftances and opporcuni- 
ty ferve. As likewife the point of the equino- 
€tial upon a meridian, where men are, whofe 
Jongitude is unknown to them, in the fig. at 
b. (Lhe truth of both which affertions, wil ful- 
ly appear in the following §’s.) Thus, the points 
of the equinottial, which, at one and the fame 
time, are upon both the fatd meridians, may be 
found upon the unknown meridian b, when occafion 
ferves. Now, when I fubtract that point of the 
equinoétial, which is upon the known meridian 
at c, from that which is upon the unknown me- 
ridian at d, I have the arch in the equinotiial 
between c and d; and by this, I bave the arco 
in the equator between a and b, as confifting of 
F2 the 
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the fame degrees with the faid arch between c 
and d. But this arch is the difference of longitude 
between the meridians a and b. 

§. 5. Therefore, by a plain and eafy demonfira- 
tion, there may be methods found, by which the 
difference of longitude may be dijcovered upon an 
unknown meridian, viz. between this and a known 
one ; fuppofing that the points of the equinoétial 
upon both meridians, can be interred from true 
principles, as was afferted above, and is now to 
be proved. 


§. 6. Firft, As to a certain fuppofed meri- 
dian, whofe longitude 7s known. If at any place, 
where men are, there can be found, what the 
hour of equal time is, at the known meridian, 
the point of the equinottial, which is at that 
hour upon the fame meridian, is eafy to be 
found. ‘Therefore the propofition is now reduced 
to this, Whether any methods can be found, by 
which, at any place where men may bappen to be, 
it may be difcovered what is the hour of equal 
time at the fuppofed meridian, whofe longitude is 
known. But fuch methods there are. 

§. 7. For, Men being at any place, and upon a 
geridian, whofe longitude is unknown, may obe 
ferve the R. A. of the moon, when circumftances 
and opportunity ferve, viz. by comparing the 
moon to a fix’d ftar, as will be fhown in the 
fecond fection ; as alfo by comparing the moon 
with the fun ; which how far it is poffible and 
practicable in this cafe, will be worth further in- 
quiry. Now, fo true asthe principle for finding 
the R. A. of the moon is, by the hour of equal 
time, at a certain fuppofed meridian, whofe lon- 
gitude is known, fo true, reciprocally, is alfo the 
arinciple for finding the hour of equal time, at a 
3 céertais 
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certain fuppofed meridian, whofe longitude is known 
by the R. A. of the moon. 

§. 8. Men being at any place, and upon a me- 
ridian whofe longitude is unknown, may obferve 
the eclipfes of the firft Satelite of Jupiter, when 
circumfiances and opportunity offer: But it is ufu- 
al, to find the hour of equal time, at a certain 
fuppofed meridian, whofe longitude is known, upon 
an unknown meridian, by the eclipfes of the firft 
Satelite of Jupiter. 


§. 9. Secondly, 4s to a meridian, where men 
are, when the longitude of it is unknown. 'They 
may obferve there, when an opportunity ferves, 
the altitude of a fix’d ftar, whofe declination 
and R. A. is known; men may obferve there 
alfo, in the ufual manner, their latitude: and 
from thence form a triangle ; one fide from the 
zenith to the obferved ftar, one fide from the 
zenith to the pole, and one fide from the pole 
to the obferved ftar. The firft fide may he 
known by the altitude of the ftar, it being 
the complement of the altitude to 90 degrees; 
the fecond fide by the latitude of the place of 
the obfervation, it being the complement of the 
latitude to go degrees ; and the third fide by the 
declination of the fix’d ftar, being go degrees, 
—the declination, if the pole and the declinati- 
on have the fame denomination, both north, or 
both fouth; but it is go degrees + the declinati- 
on, if the pole and the declination have diffe- 
rent denominations, one north, and the other 
fouth. And from thefe three Data, may be 
found the angle at the pole: Which angle fhews 
the difference between the point of the equinoétial 
upon the meridian of the obfervation, and the R. 
A. of the fin'd ftar. ‘Therefore, by the R. A. rd 
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the fix’d ftar, and the [aid difference, may be found 
the point of the equinoctial upon a meridian, where 
men are, and whofe longitude is unknown, when 
circumfiances and opportunity ferve. See further 
the 14th and 15th §’s of the fecond feétion. 


§. 10. Thus is proved the truth of the affer- 
tions in the 4th §. viz. that, when circum- 
{tances and opportunity ferve, the point of the 
equinoctial, upon a certain fuppofed meridi-~ 
an, whofe longitude is known ; as alfo the point 
of the equinoctial, upon any meridian whatfoever, 
where men are, whofe longitude is unknown, 
may be found from true principles; upon which 
the confequences in that §. are built. 


SECT. II. 


Concerning the manner, how to reduce 
thefe methods to practice. 


§. 1. From what is faid, appears, that to put 
the mentioned methods in practice, there is res 

uired a double aftronomical obfervation, viz. 
either of the R. A. of the moon, and of the alti- 
tude of a fix'd fiar; or of an eclipfe of the firft Sa- 
tellite of Jupiter, and that of the altitude of a fix’d 
fiar. Therefore, the queftion is reduced to this, 
Whether fuch aftronomical obfervations can be made 
at fea. 

§. 2. Lhe obfervation firft mentioned, relates to 
the R. A. of the moon. No doubt, but the poffi- 
bility of the obfervation of the R. A. of the moon 
at fea, will be quefioned, But not pretending 
to the exaétnels, (which cannot be pretended 
in any aftronomical obfervations at fea whatfo- 
ever) the required obfervation of the R. A. of 
the moon, is yet certainly practicable at fea. 
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§. 3. And to perform the fame, I have contrived 
an inftrument, in which the meridians and equa- 
tor are reprefented ; (fee the delineation of the 
inftrument in the fig.) And of fuch an inftrument 
I have made a model of wood. (I can only call 
it « model, becaule of the warping of the wood, 
being for this reafon not to be depended upon.) 
By this inftrument the difference of R. A. of 
the illuminated limb of the moon, and of a fix- 
ed ftar, chofen for obfervation, is to be obfer- 
ved (its declination and R. A. being known.) 
(Compare what is here [aid of the ufe of the in- 
firument, with the explication hereafter given of 
the figures.) And this difference of R. A. will 
appear upon the equator of the inftrument, the 
moon being obferved at one meridian of the in- 
ftrument, and the fixed ftar at the other ; and 
the axis of the inftrument being kept to a pa- 
rallelifm with the axis of the earth, by the de- 
clination of the fixed ftar, and the declination 
of the moon, (which, as changing flowly, can 
be taken eafy enough, and pretty exact, by the 
fuppofed hour, at the fuppofed meridian ; which 
hour how to find, fee the gth §. of this fe- 
tion.) Then from the R. A of the fixed 
ftar, and the difference of R A. found upon the 
equator of the inftrument, is found the R. A. of 
the illuminated limb of the moon ; viz. by adding 
the difference of R. A. to the R. A. of the fixed 
ftar, when the fixed ftar is wefterly from the 
moon, and by fubtracting, when eafterly ; and 
from thence the R. A. of the center of the moon, 
by adding or fubtracting the femi-diameter of 
the moon, as the cafe requires, 

§. 4. The beft time for making thefe obfer- 
vations, is, when the moon is upon, or near the 
meridian of the objerver. For this will not on- 
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ly eafe the obfervation, but it will alfo take 
away the trouble, which the confideration of the 
yefraction and parallax woud elfe give, both 
then not, or but little affecting the longitude. 
§. 5. Before I leave the obfervation of R. A. 
of the moon, I muft not omit mentioning, that 


-at feveral times, in trying the inftrument, 


I, together with others, have feen that it is 
manageable in obiervations. Amongft thofe 
who tried it with me, there were feveral 
gentlemen who uled the fea, and who were fully 


- fatisfied chat this inftrument might be obferved 


with at fea in moderate weather, as well as any 
other there ufed; and that we may attain to a near 
degree of exaltune{s, (which in this cafe is required) 

rovided the obferver has a good eye, a fteady 
band, is weil acquainted with the ufe of thein- 
ftrument, and confiders well the circumftances 
of the obfervation. It is true, every body will 
not at firft be able to manage an obfervation 
fo exactly with the inftrument, as they may do 
by future practice: But it is the fame with the 
Quadrant and ather inftruments ufed in obfer- 
vations; fo it is with the managing the rudder 
and the fails of a fhip; and this is only what 
happens in all other cafes: for pra€tice makes 
perfeét in all bufinefs, arts, and fciences what- 
foever. 

§. 6. Lhe other obfervation concerns the eclipfes 
of the firft Satellite of Jupiter, Thefe eclipfes 
cannot be obferved without a long telefcope. 
To make the ufe of a long telefcope pra€ticable 
at fea, I have contrived a machine, of which I 
have tried the ufe in {mall veffels ; and notwith- 
ftanding the motion of the fame by the waves 
of the fea, I and others, fitting fucceffively up- 
en the machine, could, with a telefcope of ro 
foot, 
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foot, keep an object for a while. But we have 
found, that one man is not fo well qualified ro 
obferve by the telefcope as another. And the 
fame is to be fuppofed alfo of the initrument 
for the obfervation of the R. A. of the moon. 

§..7. Lhe third obfervation concerns the al- 
titude of a fixed far. I need not enlarge here 
on this much, becaufe it is ufual to take altitudes 
of fixed ftars at fea; only this I think proper 
to mention, that perhaps there may be contrived 
an inftrument, by which, when the horizon is 
not clear, and thereby we be deprived of an op- 
portunity to obferve the altitude ; the diftance of 
the fixed ftar from the zenith, yet may be ob- 
ferved. But of this I can fay no more as yet. 
And this may fuffice. And fo much for the ob- 
fervations. 

How to infer from obfervations, we leave 
to next Journal. 





ARTICLE IX. 


A Re-impreffion of Logarithms according 
to Lord NeveEr’s, aud the great Ker- 
LER’S Contrivance (for want of Copies 
of the former Impreffions) being on foot, 
we think it not amifs here to commu- 
nicate the Title and the Preface: 


Decreafing Logarithms, according to the 
Contrivance of two Authors of very 
| great 
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great Fame, viz. NEPER aud KEPLER, 
of the greateft “Ufe in Trigometricalt 
Calculations, taken from an Impreffion 
of which the Copies are wanting. By 
the Care, and with a Preface of J. P. 
Biester, M.D. 


§.1. ¥ Doubt not but the names of the great 
Authors in the title, will fufficiently re- 
commend this treatife, (which has been fo long 
ina manner loft to the public) to the efteem 
and approbation of all the Conuozffeurs ; but I 
queftion whether even their great names can 
give fuch a true idea of their ufefulnefs, as they 
juftly deferve. | 
_ §. 2. Thefe logarithms,* as well thofe for 
fines and tangents, as for numbers, all decreafe 
when the degrees or numbers, to which they be- 
long, increafe, contrary to other Logarithms of 
fines and tangents extant in the tables by their 
natural fines and tangents, and the logarithms 
of numbers belonging thereto, which increafe 
when the degrees and numbers increafe. I 
therefore call the latter Increafing, and the for- 
mer, which this book offers to the Praétice, 
Decreafing Logarithms, to diftinguifh the better 
what logarithms are meant. 

§. 3. Thefe decreafing logarithms render all 
trigonometrical calculations fo eafy, that I am 
certainly perfuaded every one who is once ac- 
quainted with the ufe of them, would think it 


—* See Neser de Conffructione Canonis, Lugduui 1620, 
and Kepler in Chiliade Logaiithmorum, Marpurgi 1624. 
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4 hardfhip to be obliged to perform them in fre- 
quent application the other ways, whether 
that of the natural fines and tangents, or that 
of the increafing logarithms of fines and tans 
gents, with the increafing logarithms of Numbers 
belonging to them. 

§. 4. | efteem it an happinefs to have ob- 
tained a copy of the faid decreafing logarithms. 
There is no note either of the place, nor of 
the Year of the impreffion, nor any preface pre- 
fix’d, nor the leaft word concerning thefe lo- 
garithms: But I take this to be the firft Impref- 
fion, where thefe Neperiaw and Keplerian loga- 
rithms are together offered to the Public ; 
which Impreffion, as I am informed, has been 
done at Sagan in Stlefia, not long before the 
death of Kepler, which happen’d at Regen/purg, 
the sth rth Nov. 1630. a hundred year ago. 

§. 5. There is no general title in my copy 
of thefe logarithms belonging to all the con- 
tents therein; but the Book is divided into five 
Parts, and every Part has its own Title, as 
follows : 

§. 6. The title of the firft part is, Iluftriffimi 
Nepert Scotti Canonis Mirifict Trigonometrict 
Pars 1. Canon manualis Logarithmorum €& Anti- 
logarithimorum, Semicircult ; in principio ad dena 
queque fecunda, {ub finem ad quindena, vicena, 
aut tricena ex B. Urfino dedudtus ; &8 tam ad no- 
vam Trigonometrie logarithmice praxin, quam ad 
faciliorem, € pleniorem Tabb. Rudolphi Aftrono- 
micarum ufum compendiofiffimum. Seorfim fic editus 
a Facobo Bart{chio, Phil. & Med. Doét. 


§. 7. Thetitle of the fecond part is I/uftri/- 
[imi Nepert Scoti Canonis Mirifici Trigonometricé 
Pars 
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Pars Il. Canon Manualis Differentialium feu 
Mefologarithmcrum Quadrantis ad fingulas fecundo- 
rum {crupilorum decadas ex Beuj. Urfino diductus ; 
€3 tam ad novam trigonometrie logarithmetice 
praxin, quam ad faciliorem € pleniorem Tabb. 
Rudolphi Afironomicarum ufum compendiofiffimum. 
Seorfim fic editus a Facobo Bart{chio, Phil. &8 
Med. Dott. 

§. 8. The title of the third part is, Iduftri/- 
fimi Neperi Scoti Canonis Mirifict Trigonometrici 
Pars UL = Partzcula Canonts Antilogarithmorum 
exactiorum ; ad Lina queque {crupula fecunda er 
Benj. Urfino dilatat. & tam ad novam Trigouome- 
trie logavithinetice praxin, quam ad pleniorem 
Tabb. Rudolpbi Aftronomicarum ufum.  Seorfin 
fic editus a Facobo Bart(chio, Phil. €S Med. Doét. 

¢. 8. The title of the fourth Part is, Facobi 
Bavi{chit Doi. Matbemat. Tabula Canonica fecui- 
doruit mobilium Proftapberetica : Chilias & Ca- 
non manualts logarithmorum indicts Proftapbere/eos; 
ad proportionts tntervallorum logarithmorum cen- 
tenarios, cunt Differentiis, in 5 Planetarum ZE- 
quationibus, feu orbis aunut parallaxibus, fine va- 
viis pofitionibus aut limitationibus, compendiofe 
fupputandis mire utilis. Primum ad pleniorem 
5 planiovem Aftronomicar. Rudolph. Tabb. ufum 
diligenter fupputat. & nova feorfem fic edit. ab 
Autbore. 

§.13. The title of the fifth part is, od. 
Kepleri Math. Caf. logarithmorum logifticorum 
heptocofias quintuplicata, five trichil-Hexacofias 
Facobi Bart(chit D. Mathem. Canon manualis 
fexagefimorum €8 borariorum fcrupulorum loga- 
vithmicus ; ad fingula miuuta fecunda fexagefima 
exact? fupputatus, &8 tam ad novam logiftice a- 
fironomice logarithmice praxin, quam ad facilio- 
rem, 
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vem, €8 pleniorem Rudolph. Tabb. ufum compen- 
diofiffimum feorfim fic editus ab Authore F. B. D. 

§. 11. It appears from thefe Titles that the 

firft impreffion of this Book was printed by the 
care of Facob Bart{chius (who was fon- in-law 
to Kepler), that Benjamin Urfin had fome fhare 
in bringing the Neperzau logarithms to the pras 
Etice, * and alfo how far Bart/chius was con- 
cerned therein. 

12. But fo hard a fate had the Copies 
of the firft Impreffion, that the greateft part 
of them perifhed; and, as we are informed, 
a fingle Copy has been efteemed long ago (and 
much more now) 2 great rarity, to the great 
grief of thofe who know the ufefulnefs of the 
Work. 

§. 13. Looking therefore on the lofs of fuch 
a Book as a damage to the public, a Profeffor 
at Strasburg, whofe name is Ez/en/chmid, pro- 
cured a fecond impreffion thereof, to which he 
added a preface; of which impreffion I have 
feen a Copy, tho’ not been able to obtain one 
my felf. 

§. 14. Thinking it pity that fo ufeful and ex- 
cellent a Piece (fo worthy the names of its great 
Authors) fhouid be in the hands of fo few, I 
thought I could not doa greater fervice to the 
Republick of Letters, than to propofe a new 
impreffion of it. 

§. 15. The firft part of this Book gives us 
the great Lord Neper’s decreafing Logarithms of 
Sines, under the title of Logarithms and Auti- 
logarithms, as mentioned above. ‘To which is 
annexed as an Appendix, the Particula Antilo- 
garithmorum exaétiorum, mentioned in the 8th §. 

* See Benj. Urfint Mathematict Eledforis Brandeburgici 
Canonem magnum Logarithmorum, G Differentialiur. 


§. 16. The 
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§. 16. The fecond Part gives my Lord 
Neper’s decreafing Logarithms of Tangents, un- 
der the title of Me/ologarithms. 

§. 17. And thefe Jogarithms and mefologa- 
rithms, are {ufficient for the calculation of any 
triangle ; fince every triangle can be calcula- 
ted without making ufe of Secants ; wherefore 
I purpofely omit the manner how the decrea- 
fing logarithms in their antilogarithms ferve 
for Secants, and how far this is applicable to 
my framing of the table of Jogiftic logarithms ; 
paffing over alfo the manner of finding the 
verfe fine by the decreafing logarithms. 

§. 18. The third part lays down the incomparable 
Kepler's decreafing logarithms of numbers, under the 
title of Jogi(tic logarithms. 'Thefe are taken from the 
fifth part of my copy; and thefe logarithms are 
put down, all that are extant in my copy, wéth- 
out altering one fingle figure in them, but with an 
improvement for the eafier ufe of the fame. 

§. 19. viz. The number of logarithms extant 
in my copy is only 3600. Now in re¢tilinear 
trigonometry, where great triangles are con- 
cerned (as often happens in treating the theo- 
ries of the planets) and making ufe of thefe 
logarithms, I am to have recourfe to the pro- 
portional part. But having found the difficulty 
of this when the cafe in fuch great triangles is 
this, that the logarithms fall in at the loweft 
numbers ; I have therefore, for the more eafy 
calculation, taken the whole for 36000, what is 
in the copy only 3600 ; viz. thus, I have taken 
for 10 what in my copy is only 1, for 20 what 
is only 2, for 30 what is only 3, €c. 


§. 20. 
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§. 20. I have alfo thought it better and more 
expeditious for the general ufe of trigonometry, 
to put the numbers in their proper figures to 
the logarithms, rather than put them in fexage- 
fimal parts, minutes and feconds, as it is in my 
copy (where I muft, to find any required lo- 
garithm, divide my number by 60, once, twice, 
thrice, according tothe greatnefs of the num- 
ber : For example; the number 49307, divided 
twice by 60, gives 13 41.47. with which I 
muft enter the table in ths copy). 

§. 21. Befides this, I have left out the Appli- 
cation of bours to thefe logarithms, (the ufe in- 
tended thereby being only particular, and eafy 
to be fupplied another way) as alfo the Appli- 
caticn of thefe logarithms to Privatives (the po- 
fitive logarithms be:ng fufficient, when the mat- 
ter is well confidered ). 

§. 22. And as for the rules to calculate tri- 
angles by thefe /ogarithms, mefologarithms, and 
Jogiftic logarithms, need only fay, that the 
vules to calculate by natural fines and tangents, or 
by their increafing sogarithms, with their loga- 
rithms of Numbers, are applicable here 5 except 
where the arithmetical complements of the in- 
creafing logarithms are ufed ; which is the cafe 
in a rule for calculating {fpherical triangles 
where the three fides are known ; for which tri- 
angles yet there is a rule, applicable as well 

to thefe decreafing logarithms, as to the natu- 
ral fines and tangents, and alfo to the incrca- 
fing logarithms. 

§.23. This trigcnometrical rule, cbich, for its 
arithmetical complement of the increafing loga- 
rithms, is unpratlicable, I will fupply with ano- 
ther rule, applicatle to the/e decreafing logarithins, 
for calculating [pherical triangles ; where the three 
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fides are known; viz. Add together the three 
fedes, fubtract, /eorfim, from half the aggre- 
gate each fide at the queftion’d angle, to have 
their differences; then add the logarithms of 
their differences; add alfo the logarithms of 
the fides at the faid angle ; fubtraét the fum of 
the latter from the fum of the former, and half 
of the refidue is the logarithm of half the 
angie. And (to mention this by the by) this 
rule is applicable alfo to a reétilinear triangle, 
the three fides being known ; as in the fphe- 
rical triangle the logarithms all are logarithms 
fines, fo in the re¢tilinear, the logarithms of 
the differences, and the logarithms of the fides 
at the queftion’d angle, are logiftic logarithms. 

§. 24. Elfe the operations by thefe logarithms 
are the fame, as by the increafing logarithms, 
viz. addition and {ubtraction. 

§. 25. Concerning the finding of thefe logarithms 
from thefe tables, it has already been faid, That 
the logarithms of fies are inthe firft part, under 
the names ef logarithms and antilogarithms ; (the 
firft fignifying the logarithms of the fines ; but 
the fecond the logarithms of the cofines ;) and 
that the logarithms of tangents are in the fecond 
part, under the name of me/ologarithms ; extant, . 
not only for degrees and minutes, but alfo for 
feconds, making ufe of the proportional part 
where it is required. 

§. 26. This only is to be obferved in both parts, 
that when it concerns the degrees on the head 
of the tables, the minutes are in the firft column 
at the left hand defcending, and the feconds at 
the top alfo; but that, when it concerns the 
degrees at the bottom of the tables, the minutes 
are in the laft column on the right hand, and 
the feconds at the bottom alfo. 


§. 27. 
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§.27. But, particularly this is further to be ob« 
ferved, that the mefologarithms unto 45 degrees 
are pofitive ; and theretore when they are taken, 
they mutt be marked with the afirm.tive fign 
but, tat from thence they are privative; and 
therefore, when fuch are taken, they muft be 
marked with the negative fign, to avoid in the 
operations, all contufion zu adding or [ul tracting 
two logarithms of equal or unequal figns, accord 
ing to the Rules. 

§.28. As tothe decreafing logiftic logarithms, 
thefe are to be taken from the third part of this 
book by their numbers, apply’d to the logarithms 
in their proper figures. ‘The numbers are continu’d 
there unto 36000; and the logarithms for every 
fingle number are there extant unto 3600, and 
from thence for every tenth to 36000. Therefore 
to take a logarithm with a number, or a number 
with a logarithm, not exceeding 36000, is eafy. 
viz. I find immediately the numbers and loga- 
rithms to 3600; and alfo afterwards every tenth 
numbers and logarithms anfwering to each other, 
and the reft by the proportional part. 

§. 29. But, what muft we do, when the num- 
ber exceeds 36000 ? I then cut off at the right 
hand one or more figures, till I obtain a num- 
ber, not exceeding 36000, with which I enter 
the table. And bere may be three ca/es. 

§. 30. The firft cale is this: When the number, 
with which (after having cut off a Figure or Fi- 
gures, ) I enter the table of the leogiftic loga- 
rithms, does not exceed 3600. In this cafe I 
find the logarithm anfwering to my Number; I 
find alfo the Difference between that logarithm, 
and the next following, faying then: 
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As 10, if I have cut off one figure ; or, 

As 100, if I have cut off two figures. 

To the figure or figures, which are cut off : 
So is the found difference between the two loga- 
rithms of the table, to the difference which is 

roportional to the figure or figures that are cut 
off. Which proportional difference is to be fub- 
tracted from the logarithm anfwering to the 
number with which I entered the table, and I 
have the logarithm ferving for the whole num- 
ber. For example, fuppofe I was to find the 
logarithm for the number 23796, I cut off the 
laft figure, andI obtain 2379. With this num- 
ber I find in the table the logarithm 271684 ; 
the next following logarithm is 271642, which 
gives the difference 42. The figure I have cut 
off is 6. ‘Therefore I fay, as 10 to 6, fo is 42 
to 25.2. I fubtract 25 from the logarithm, an- 
fwering to that number, with which I entered 
the table, and it comes out 271659, for the lo- 
garithm anf{wering to 23796. 

§. 31. Now fuppofe the cafe, that the num- 
ber 231796 expreffes a fide in atriangle: For 
example, in the rectilinear rectangular triangle 

abc; and I was to find the fide dc, 
C by the known fide ab; anda known 

1/1 angle: For example, ata, as degrees 

“ b 37°.457.26". And the leogiftic loga- 

vith, which I find by the trigonome- 
trical operation expreffing the required fide, 
will expre/s in the example the fide bc, one figure 

Je[s than it is in re[pect to the fide ab; (becaufe 

one figure is cut off from the number with which 

t entered the table; and if there had been cut 

off two Figures, it would exprefs the fide bc, 

two figures lefs than it is;}) therefore I muft 
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fupply this figure, which I do this way: Suppo/e 
the logiftic logarithm found by the trigonometri- 
cal operation for the fide bc, is exattly extant in 
the table: Then I take the number, an{wering 
thereto, for the fide required, adding only there- 


. to, for the figure that’s wanting, a nothing or o. 


But the logiftic logarithm, found for the fide be, 
not being exactly extant in the table: I take the 
logarithm neareft before mine, and I find the dif 
ference between that and my logarithm ; I find 
alfo the difference between the logarithm neareft 
before mine, and the neareft after it ; faying, As 
the difference between the logarithm neareft be- 
fore mine, and the neareft that comes after it, is 
to the difference between the logarithm neareft 
before mine and mine: 

So is ro, as in the Example, where one Fi- 
gure is cut off: or, 

So is 100, when two figures are cut off : 

To the figure, Cor figures) to be joined to the 
number, which anfwerd to the logarithm that was 
neareft before mine, Forexample, I find the /o- 
giftic logarithm, which will give me the fide ac 
in the propofed triangle, by the ufual trigono- 
metrical rule thus : 

As the logarithm of the whole fine 0; (fee 
it in the firit part of the book.) 

To the leogiftic logarichm of the fide ad, 
271659 ; (fee the preceding §.) 

So is the logarithm, tangent, or mefologa- 
rithm of degrees 37°. 45’ 26”. wiz. 425556 5 
(fee the fecond part of the book. ) 

To the logiftic logarithm of the fide 2 ¢, 
297215. ) 

This logarithm 297215 not being extant in 
the table, I therefore take the neare{t before it, 
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which is 297267, anfwering tothe number 1 842. 
The difference between this and mine is 52; the 
difference between the neareft before mine, and 
the neareft after it, is $4. Therefore, as 54 to 
52, fo is 10 to 9.34, which is to be taken for tro. 
Adding 10 to 1842, (vz. in the manner that 
I put to it only one figure) it comes for the 
fide bc, 18430. : 

§. 32. Zhe fecond cafe is, when the number, 
with which, Cafter baving cut off a figure or fi- 
gures) I enter the table of the logifiic logarithms, 
exceeds 3600, but the laft figure isao. In this 
cafe I find the logarithm aniwering to the num- 
ber immediately in the table. The proceeding 
here is exaétly the fame as in the foregoing cafe, 
only that in the operations I muft bring in one 
figure or o more, by finding the proportional 
part in refpect to the figure or figures, which 
are cut off, as well in finding the logarithms for 
she number: (faying, 

As 100, if I have cut off one figure: or, 

As 1000, if I have cut off two figures : 

To the figure or figures which are cut off: 

So is the found difference between the two 
logarithms of the table, to the difference which 
is proportional to the figure or figures that are 
cut off. ) 

As again in finding the numbers from the loga- 
rithms: (faying, As the difference between the 
logarithm neareft before mine, and the neareft 
after it, is to the difference between the loga- 
rithm neareft before mine and mine. 

So is 100, when I have cut off one figure: or, 

So is 1000, when two figures are cut off: 

To the figure or figures to be put to the num- 
ber, which anfwer’d to. the logarithm neareft 
preceding. 
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preceding mine.) Which I think may eafily 
enough be underftood, without any further 
illuftration from a particular example. 

§. 33. Lhe third cafe is, when the number, 
with which (after baving cut off a figure or 
figures) Tenter the table of the logiftic logarithms, 
exceeds 3800, but the lat figure is another, as ao. 
In this cafe, I find the logarithm agreeing to my 
number, after this manner: I take the logarithm 
neareft before mine, I find the difference be- 
tween that logarithm, and that which is neareft 
after mine: faying thus, 

As 100, when I have cut off one figure: or, 

As 1000, when I have cut off two figures: 

To the figure or figures which are cut off, 
when I have put before them the laft figure of 
the number with which I entered the table: 

So is the difference between the two logarithms 
in the table, to the difference which is propor- 
tional to the figure or figures that are cut off. 

To find in this cafe the number from the loga- 
rithm, is the fame as in the fecond cafe fpoken of 
in the foregoing §. 

§. 34. An example in this laft cafe, may per- 
haps not be unneceflary ; fuppofe the 
triangle abc, let the fide ab be - 
3544.67; and the angle at a, in de- 4 
grees 30.0.0.3 andthe fide be was 4 b 
to be found. The fide ad is more 
than 36000, therefore I cut off the laft figure, 
and I have 3544.6 ; with this number I enter the 
table; but this not being there, I take the next 
foregoing, viz. 35440, and with this the loga- 
rithm 1568; the neareft following logarithm, 
wiz. for 35450 is 1540, which gives the diffe- 
rence 28. I put the laft figure of the number, 

G 3 wich 


























or on ae = 

Sa ee ans > a aia ‘ pen 

Se ce ee = lm ee 
= amed . 


RE eee = oa ne-ae ~~ 


=e ~ ee 


I 
— 


eee ee ee 
Pw = 


a ae 
lg: 


. Ses 
my | eS. 


= ea 
ee ees 
es ce ORT 


aT 


“ eee "Caan = 
Soe li ep RE FE ini ge Rn ae 


SS ete ee 
eT SIS 
= 


iano ae Sm — ae 
- eave Se 


Se OSS 


_ 
SRF se ls FIOM 


“ ~~ -- 


Sn Fe, RRS SEH 


ee 


Bip 


er eee 

































































1o2 The Prefent State of Art. ct 


with which I entered, before the number which 

I have cut off, and then I have 67. Then, As 
100 to 64, fo is 28 to 18.76, which is to be 
taken tor 19. Thefe fubtracted trom 1568, gives 
the Jogarithm required 1549 ; thus 1 have the 
logiftic logarithm for the fide ab. The mefolo- 
garithm, Cor logarithm of the tangent) of . 
30.0 0. is + $4931. Then according to tri- 
gonometrical rules, I fay : 

As the logarithm of the whole fine o; (fee 
the firft part of the book.) 

Tothe logiftic logarithm of the fide ab, 15493 
(fee the foregoing §.) 

So is the mefologarithm of 30. 0.0% wiz. 
++ 54931; (fee the fecond part of the book.) 

To the logiftic logarithm of the fide bc, 
56480. 

Now, this logarithm I don’t find in my table; 
therefore I take the neareft before it, which is 
56505, and to this anfwers the number 204.60 ; 
the logarithm neareft thereafter is 564565; the 
difference between both thefe logarithms is 49 ; 
the difference between the logarithm neareft be- 
fore and mine is 25. ‘Therefore, as 49 to 25, 
fo is 100 to §1. I add thefe 5x to the number 
20460, in the manner that I put to it only one 
figure, and it comes out for the fide bc, 204651. 

§. 35. Whoever will confider this matter with 
mature deliberation, will find how to make ufe of 
the proportional part in all the three cafes pro- 
pofed ; as alfo, what not expreffed here, in all 
other poffible cafes that can happen. 

§. 36. The eafinefs of calculating a triangle 
from thefle Jogarithms, mefologarithms, and lo- 
giftic logarithms, according to the framing of 
the tables in this book, will yet more evidently 
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appear, If we compare the calculus of a triangle, 
by the logiftic logarithms, as found therein; and 
as extant in my copy. 

§.37. I will for this purpofe calculate the laft 
given triangle, by thefé logarithms and mefolo- 
garithms; but make ufe of the /ogi(tic logarithms, 
only as they occur in my copy. We find there 
a method how to make ufe of them both as po- 
fitives, and as privatives. 

§. 38. And firft as pofitives ; the fide ab; (fee 
§. 34.) is 354467. ‘To find a pofitive logiftic 
logarithm for this number, I muft divide it 
thrice, and it comes thus 1°. 38°.27".47'". The 
logarithm of 1°. 38’, is 360372. The logarithm 
of 1°. 39’, is 3593575 the difference between 
both is ro1§. From this is to be found the dif- 
ference for 27". 477'", by the proportional part, 
which comes out 470. This 470 is to be fub« 
tracted from the logarithm of 1°. 38’; and the lo- 
garithm for 1°. 38’. 27''..4.7'", is 3599023; there-~ 
fore, the pofitive logiftic logarithm for 3 54467, 
is from my copy 359902. Now, 

Asthe logarithm of the whole fine o, to the pofi- 
tive logiftic logarithm of the fide ab, + 359902: 

So is the mefologarithm of 30.0’. 0”, wiz. 
+L 54931, to the pofitive logiftic logarithm of 
the fide bc, +- 414833. 

This logarithm I find not in thetable; I take 
therefore the next preceding one, which is 
416334, and to this anfwers 9°. 56’. I take alfo 
the next following, which is 414.564. The dif- 
ference between thofe two is 17703; the diffe- 
rence between the next foregoing and mine, is 
1501. From which I find by the proportional 
part, ( carrying on the calculus to thirds ) 50’. 
§3''5 and thus from the found logarithm 41433 3 
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obtain 0°. 56.50’. 53", making parts, minutes, 
and {econds all to thirds, it produces 204.653 for 
the fide be. 

6. 39. Now for the ufe of the logifiic loga- 
sith .as privatives. The fide ab, Cfee §. 
34.) is 354467. 'To find a privative logittic 
logorithi. tor this number, I divi ide it thrice as 
beiore, and I obtain as betore 1°. 38’. 27”. 47" 
~~ privative ogee of o..39%. 27y ® 

—— 495213 fori". 38. 30, is— 4.9 566 5 thus the 
difierence tor 3", is 4553 which gives 12 for 4.7". 
Thefe 12 J add to the logarithm tor 1°. 38. 27", 
and I have for 1°. 38.27". 47°", the privative 
logarithm — 49 533. Now, 

As the logarithm of the whole fine 0, to the pri- 
vative logiftic logarithm of the fide ab,—49 533. 

So is th e melologarithm of 30. 0'.0"5-+ $4.93 15 
to the pofitive logiftic of the fide Dc, + 5398. 

This logarithm I don’t find in the table ; there- 
fore I take the next preceding, which is 5422, 
to which anfwers 56’. 507; I take alfo the next 
following, which is $393 | ; the difference be- 
tween both thefe logarithms is 29; the difference 
between the next foregoing logarithm and mine 
is 24. So this difference comes out 49.19, (29, 
which is to be taken for §0, and fo from 
the found logarithm + §398, I obtain 56’. 50”. 
so'", which in minutes and feconds gives the 
fide &c, 204650, by this calculation. 

§. 40. I aad herea calculation of the fame 
triangle, by the natural fines and tangents, to 
fhew, which of the foregoing calculations ap- 
proaches the neareft thereto: faying, 

As the whole fine 1oo000, is to the fide 
aby 345467: 

So is the tangent of 30. 07. 0”, Viz. $77535 
to the fide Dry 204657. | 
| 9. 41. 
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§.41. From what has been faid, it fufficiently 
appears of what great ufe the extending thefe 
logifiic logarithms trom 3600 unto 36090, may 
prove in trigonometrical calculations ; as alfo 
what aavantage the application of the numbers 
to the logarithms in their proper figures has a- 
bove that of the application of the numbers in 
fexagefimal parts, minutes, and feconds, as is 
done here in the printed copy, which can only 
bave a rejpect for a particular ufe ; whereas the 
other is more general and univerfal. 

§. 42. Thus by these decreafing logarithms, (the 
intention of Neper and Kepler) the facility of all 
trigonometrical calculations ts Vafily improved, 
e(pectally when Loth are thus joined together. 

§. 43. It is true, that the decreafing Neperian 
Jogarithins may be ujed without the decreafing Ke- 
plerian, wz. by belp of natural fines. But it 
cannot be denied, that the decreafing Keplerian 
logarithms, when in conjunction, extreamly faci- 
litate the calculus, by the decreafing Neperian 
logarithins. 

§. 44. It may be proper here therefore, to 
fhew in an example, the ufe of the decreafing 
Neperian logarithms, by help of natural fines, 
that it may the better appear of what vaft ufe 
the addition of the decreafing Keplerian loga- 
rithms is to them, in the cafe of reétilinear 
triangles. 

§. 45. Suppofe the rectilinear refangular tri- 
angle abc; let the fide ab, be 


35021, and let the angle at a, be c 
30.0.0", and the fide bc, was to be 
found. 'To find a decreafing loga- g b 


rithm agreeing to the number 

35021 by help of fines ; I take this number as a 
natural fine ; now, the fine 35021 anfwers 
; 23 to 
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to 20°.30'.0", with thefe degrees 20. 30.0”, I 
take in the firft part of this book the logarithm 
104923, and this for a logarithm, anfwering to 
the number 35021. Then, 

As the logarithm of the whole fine 0, to the 
found logarithm, 104923: 

So is the mefologarithm of degrees 30.0'.0”, 
viz. + 54931, to the logarithm of the fide 
bc, 159854. 

With this logarithm I find in the firft part of 
this book, 11°. 39’. 55’; and with thefe de- 
grees 11°. 39. 55, I find in the table of natural 
fines, the fine 20220 ; and this fhews the fide 
bc, which therefore 7s 20220. 

§. 46. By this example it appears, how by 
help a fines you may make ufe of the decreafing 
Neperian logarithms : But I will leave the fur- 
ther tryal of this to any that pleafe to make the 
experiment, and try what difference of trouble 
there is in calculating a re¢tilinear triangle, from 
the decreafing Neperian logarithms, by help of 
— when compared with calculating the fame 

by the Neperian logarithms, as aflifted by the 
decreafing Keplerian logarithms, and which will 
ftill be more or lefs as the numbers for the fides 


increafe or decreafe above or below that of five 
figures. 


. 4.7. What is faid, may fuffice to fhew the 
ufe of thefe tables : I fhall only further add the 
reafon, why I have omitted that piece, which 
stakes the fourth part in the printed copy ; and of 
which the title was given above, Cread§. 9.) 
becaufe it only relates to a particular ufe, viz. 
that of the Rudolpbin aftronomical tables, and 
confequently of no ufe, but to fuch who have or 
ufe them ; whereas the ufe of this book, zs de- 
figwd for all trigonometrical operations whatever 3; 
and 
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and to fhorten and abridge the labour of them 
as much as poflible. 

§. 48. But, if it is defired, thzs piece may be 
communicated in anotber Impreffion, together with 
the table of the \\eplerian decreafing logiftic loga- 
rithms, as they are printed in my copy, under the 
title of A Lreatife for the ufe of the Rudolphin 
Tables, for calculating the Planets h,¥,, 2, 
and y, publifhed by Kepler and Bart/chius, with 
a Preface fetting forth their great ufe and ex- 
cellence. 


N.B. The author firft defigned to publith 
this Book in the manner above-men- 
tioned. But has fince altered his 
mind, and will put in the Book every 
thing, what is extant in his copy, for 
fear, elfe it might be looked upon, 
as not compleatly communicated ; and 
therefore be not fo favourably re- 
ceived. 





ARTICLE. X. 


An Account of the Greek THEATRE. 


By F. Brumnoy, of the Company of 


Jefus. In Three Volumes in Quarto, with 
Cuts. Printed at Paris for Meff- Rollin, the 
Father and Son, Jean Baptift Coignard, 
a Member 
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108 The Prefent State cf Art. 10, 
a Member of the Academy, and Printer to 
His Meft Chrifitan Majefry. 


N account of the dramatick Poetry, or 
Theatre of the antient Greeks placed in 

{fo clear and full a view, as to render every per- 
fon capable to form a true judgment thereof, is 
a work, that notwithitanding the vaft number of 
books the world is daily overwhelmed with, has 
always feemed to me to be wanting in the Re- 


gublick of Letters. ‘This great chafm and void, 


is what the learned and ingenious author of this 
very valuable and excellent treatife has under- 
taken to fupply : Four or five detach’d pieces, 
whether comedies or tragedies, that were for- 
merly publifhed at different times, and on feve- 
ral occafions, by fome learned perfons, are far 
enough from anfwering to fo great and noble a 
defign. 'To be able to form a juft idea of the 
Autient Theatre, we muft gather together in one 
body all its fcattered remains, form out of them 
a regular fyftem, unite together its feveral parts, 
compare the works of each poet with one ano- 
ther,.and then with his feveral rivals and cotem- 
poraries, and by fuch a comparifon enter into 
their true genius and character ; mark with 
propriety the general lineaments, but efpecially 
all the more peculiar and delicate ftrokes of 
each writer; re-unite, colle¢ét, compare, and 
connect the feveral parts in fuch a manner, as 
to compofe one regular whole ; difentangle and 
unravel this chaos fo, as to draw thence a living 
body, in all its true and real beauties, becoming 
graces, and juft proportions ; in a word, we 
muft reftore, or rather, as it were, rebuild again 
the Autient Theatre out of its ruins, This is what 
our 
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our author fays, he dare not affirm he has here 
performed ; but it is, at leaft, what he has en- 
deavoured with his utmoft force. Happy, if the 
fuccefs of the performance anfwer the greatnefs 
and importance of the defign, to the care and 
pains, which fo new and bold, as well as nice and 
curious a comparifon muft have coft ; and to the 
fevere labour and ftudy of fo many years, (as 
he himfelf informs us) as Horace requires, be- 
fore he allows his author to expofe a work of any 
moment and importance to publick view. 

He has divided the whole work into three 
parts. And, 1. Ashe profefles not to write fo 
much for the fake of the learned, as for the bulk 
of the men of wit of the prefent times, (2. ¢. the 
publick in general) who are indeed the perfons 
the moft immediately concern’d in this defign, 
and whofe particular intereft it chiefly is to 
be fet right on this fubjeét ; he theretore 
thought it proper to begin with fome prelimi- 
nary difcourfes ; the principal defign of which 
is fully to convince the reader, that in taking a 
furvey, and making an eftimate of the antient 
learning, and particularly that branch thereof 
that relates ta the Greek dramatick poetry, we 
are to proceed with great caution and delibera- 
tion, before we pafs a judgment on their works 
of wit. If there are certain rules for compofing 
them; there are alfo for judging concerning 
them. In a voyage undertaken folely for the 
fake of learning, the traveller may eafily com- 
mand a juft and due regard and attention, pro- 
vided what he advances, is fupported with any 
tolerable proofs: But if the author of fuch ac- 
counts fhould pretend too much to adorn, or 
give too great and advantageous an idea and 
notion of the countries of which he treats, and 
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where he had his refidence, then we don’t fo 
readily believe him upon his bare word, nor are 
fo apt to give credit e’en to the authorities and 
vouchers he produces. It is here indeed we 
ought moft of all to be diffident of ourfelves, 
and take an exact care of giving only a true 
and faithful relation. Our author affures us, that 
fuch throughout this whole work has been his 
conduct; and the reader who would rightly judge 
of the merit of this performance, fhould alfo in 
proportion place himfelf in the fame fituation; 
it is neceflarily he fhould agree in fome common 
principles with the traveller into thofe remote 
parts, and far diftant countries. 

The better to clear up and illuftrate the true 
idea and notion we ought to form of the Greek 
Theatre, the author has thought it proper to con- 
fider it from its firft fource; to fhew the feveral 
gradual improvements it afterwards received, and 
to proceed, and walk ftep by ftep, as it were, 
over all the antient traces that are left us of hu- 
man wit, after a more fure and exaét manner 
than had hitherto been done. We may judge 
of this by the fecond difcourfe ; and as the com- 
mon prejudice in favour of our Theatre, is one 
of the great fources of our prejudices againft 
the antient ; it was neceffary in a third difcourfe, 
to fhew under what reftri€tions, and with what 
care we ought to make this comparifon of the 
antient and modern Theatre, and the true limits 
and bounds we ought to fet thereto; to fix cer- 
tain principles, and thence draw the natural in= 
ferences, and found the parallel on the true cha- 
racter of the feveral countries and ages, and the 
different genius’s that appear’d in each, on that 
of the poets, and their refpective audiences. 
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After thofe three difcourfes wrote purpofely, 
gradually to prepare the minds of the readers, 
and to prevent their being too much furprized, 
(as they otherwife might, had they enter’d too 
abruptly on the principal argument of the book.) 
The author has given us a tranflation of feven 
tragedies, three of Sophocles, and four of Euri- 
pides. The reafon why he has not tranflated an 
piece of A/chylus entire may eafily be gueffed 
at. This original author, and father, as it were, 
of the Greek tragedy, is he, who of the three 
that remain, time has the worft treated. Be- 
fides, his extream fimplicity and other faults, 
Cinfeparable from all new attempts and effays 
in the way of wit efpecially)) muft probably have 
difgufted the readers, who generally fpeaking, 
are either too much or too little prepoffefs’d in 
his favour. Laftly, the boldnefs of his epithets 
is fuch, that it, is impoffible Cas M. /e Fevre has 
obferv’d in his Lives of the Greck Poets) to 
tranflate them into French, Cor indeed into any 
modern language, without doing it the greateft 
violence.) Notwithftanding this, the genius 
and true fpirit that animates his compofitions, 
and the peculiar character that runs thro’ all his 
writing, will be equally difplay’d and laid open, 
in the reft of this work, as that of the others. 
As for the tragedies of the other two poets, 
I have not chofe to tranflate their moft perfeét 
and finifhed pieces; but thofe only that feemed 
to me to contain the feweft of thofe peculiar 
idioms and cuftoms of the Greeks, that are too 
apt to fhock us. I except here Alcoftes, which 
Town] have tranflated entire defignedly, becaufe 
it did not appear to me to deferve the fevere 
criticifms that have been pafs’d upon it, in a late 
affected tranflation of fome {cenes, which feem 
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to have been done purpofely to burlefque it. 
The publick may judge of the truth and fidelity 
of my tranflation, by this {pecimen of it. 

My thoughts as to the beft manner of doing 
juftice to the character of thofe antient poets, in 
any modern, and particularly a French tranfla- 
tion, in tranflating them, is this: To disfigure 
or abufe them, is certainly not to tranflate them. 
We muft therefore find fome reafonable medium, 
between a too {crupulous exactnefs, which only 
abufes or difguifes them, and too great a liberty 
or licentioufnefs rather, that alters and changes 
their true meaning. ‘The author fays, he calls 
the abufing or difguifing an author, the tranfla- 
ting him into another language, with fuch a 
{crupulous exactnefs, or falfe taithfulnefs, as is 
either fimple and foolifh, malicious, or fuperftiti- 
ous. Each language has a fingular method ot its 
own for ranging its ideas, a peculiar turn and 
idioms of {fpeech, and words and expreffions, that 
are either noble and great, or mean and vulgar, 
{trong and lively, or weak and faint. This isa 
principle univerfally granted. Whoever would 
tranflate the antients literally, or word for word 
into French, and Keep up the turn of the Greek 
phrafe there, would certainly only burlefque 
them, and expofe them to ridicule. This is the 
firft degree of that falfe fidelity mention’d above. 
A fecond, and the more malicious, which the 
French ftile parody, is when we change the 
phrafes and expreffions that were ufed and ap- 
proved by perfons of the firft rank and fineft 
tafte among the antients, into low and vulgar 
ones, as Mr. Perrault did. The third degree of 
this vicious exa¢tnefs, is when we too fcrupu- 
loufly and fervilely fubje€t ourfelves to exprefs 
all the epithets of the original, and thus of a 
fine, 
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fine and ‘perhaps fublime Greek phrafe and exa 
preffion, make a bad French.one, and by being 
thus vitioufly diffufe, lofe all the fpirit and fire 
of the poets, notwithftanding all the care they 
took, of infpiring and animating their compofi- 
tions therewith. 1. The leaft we owe to natu-+ 
ral juftice and equity on this occafion, is certainly, 
fo to make them exprefs their thoughts in 
French, (as far as it is poffible for us,) as they 
would have exprefs’d them themfelves, had they 
wrote in this language. Why fhould we change 
into a metal of a bafer alloy, as copper for in« 
{tance, a Lingot that may be preferved in gold ? 
The numbers and harmony of the antient poe 
try, may be happily tranflated into a poetical 
profe, that fhall even add its own peculiar graces 
and beauties to that of the antient verfes. If it 
can be faid, that they lofe any thing in one re- 
fpect, they may ftill have an ample recompence 
made them, and regain it in another; the au- 
thor fays, he does not exprefs himfelf thus, be- 
caufe he thinks or flatters himfelf, that he has 
entirely fucceeded, nor yet does he apprehend or 
imagine that he has much failed herein. In a 
work one defignedly offers up, and dedicates to 
the ufe and fervice of the publick, an author 
ought to fhew neither too great prefumption, 
nor yet any falfe and vitious modefty. There’s 
nothing here got by either begging the favour or 


juftice of: the reader, and our’s hopes here, that 


they’ll at leaft be pleafed, and approve of his 
fincerity. His only fear is, that he may perhaps 
appear to fome too fcrupuloufly faithful in ex- 
preffing his author’s fenfe. The generai preju- 
dice that obtains, that a greater exactnefs is re- 
quired in tranflating the Greek than the Roman 
authors, may he’s afraid perhaps have impofed 
AuvcusT 1730, H. upora 
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upon him oftener than he could with, notwith- 
{tanding the illuftrious example to the contrary 
of the excellent Mr. Ablancourt. And that he 
may diffemble nor conceal nothing on this head, 
he particularly obferves, that it was this fcru- 
ple extending itfelf e’en to the moft fimple epi- 
thets, that has made e’en Homer himfelf (who 
was the poet of the moit fpirit and fire among 
the antients ) languifh ; and ic was the fame rea- 
fon that prevented the tranflation of two trages 
gedies of Sophocles, having all the fuccefs they 
might otherwife juftly have expected. I here 
render juftice to the great and profound learning 
of the tranflators: But I think I owe fome alfo 
to truth. There’s much more fire and genius 
required to the tranflation of fuch compofitions, 
than others that are meerly philofophical. It 
is here that a truly poetical genius and fpirit 
fupport e’en the very faults and blemifhes of an 
author, and the want of it, make e’en his great- 
eft graces and beauties languifh and die. The 
author fays, he would much rather chufe ta 
transfufe into his ftile all the enthufiafm of the 
Greck poets, were it for this reafon more loofe, 
than exprefs their warm and noble fentiments 
ina cold and languifhing ftile to preferve it more 
chafte and correct. A cold and languifhing tran- 
flation, is only, as it were, an image in wax- 
work. It has fome refemblance, but all is fro- 
zen and dead. Thofe animated and lively ftrokes 
which painting employs fo happily in its defcrip- 
tions and reprefentations, are not here to be 
feen, or feem extinét. If I have fallen by chance 
any where into this cold and infipid manner, the 
readers may here fee it is againft my tafte and 


inclination, and in fpite of my moft earneft en- 
deavours ‘to the contrary. 
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I have {pared no pains to draw and paint to 
the life efpecially the peculiar genius of each 
poet, and to fliew them in their different ftiies. 
For tho’ the three great mafters of tragedy have 
fomething common in their manner, yet the 
have alfo each of them their peculiar charuter, 
like to their complexions of the fame climate, 
that refemble in fome particulars, and difier 
in others. 

It was neceflary to add notes for the berter un- 
derftanding the text. I have therefore added 
fome; but the fhorreftand the tewe:: poflible, be- 
ing convine’d that a dramatick piece fhould be read 
all at once, and without the leaft interruption, 
if we would truly feel all the paffion it is de- 
figned to infpire, and rightly enter into the plot, 
the difpofition and plan of the play. I have not 
omitted to infert in Hippolytus and Iphigenia, 
Mr. Racin’s imitations of it. The one illuttrates 
the other, and both by producing the fame Im- 
preffion, tend to the fame end. 

That nothing may be left obfcure, there is 
prefix’d to each tragedy an hiftorical explication 
of the argument, as tar as was neceflary, with- 
out preventing the pleafure of the furprize ; and 
at the end there are added fome critical obfer- 
vations on the peculiar turn and tafte of each 
piece. 

2. The author fays, he does not think it is 
poffible to tranflate at length moft of the Greek 
tragedies ; and as to this, he feems very much 
to doubt, whether Mr. and Madam Da¢ier, had 
they lived, would e’en have kept their promife 
with the publick. They usuft have been prevent- 
ed doing it, not only by the invincible preju- 
dice we have againft fome fictions, and cer- 
tain antient cuftoms, that are teb fhocking 
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to us; but alfo by a great number of paffages, 
whofe beauty wholly confifts in the original turn 
of the expreffion : Such are moft of the Chorus’s 
in the Greek tragedy. It is impoffible in this, for 
the French language, to expre{s the Atiick idioms. 
It were much the fame, as if we fhould pretend 
to tranflate our fongs and ballads intoGreek. A 
certain turn in every language is often equiva- 
lent to a thought, and in reality is one. But it 
isa Manna that melts, a fantom that, as it were, 
vanifhes, a flower that withers and dies, as foon 
as a tranflation of it is attempted in another lan- 
guage. And if we could e’en conquer this laft 
difficulty, the firft has always appeared to our 
author an infurmountable obftacle to any entise 
tranflation of the Greek tragedians, ‘Tho’ he 
has endeavoured therefore to fupply this defect, 
by taking a different method ; a method which 
he hopes may prove more agreeable, and yet not 
lefs inftru€tive, which is by drawing up full and 
rational analyfes of each piece, where almoft 
the whole is tranflation, and no confiderable paf- 
fage is omitted ; and where the thought and ge- 
nius of the poet are as much, if not more dif- 
covered than in a continued tranflation. The au- 
thor fays, he has the leaft enlarged upon 4/chy- 
Jus, for reafons that have been already mention- 
ed. But he thinks he has omitted nothing, that 
could be either wifhed for, or defired with re- 
ference to the other two. The explications and 
analyfes are fo full and particular, that perhaps 
the reader may be.angry to find here indire& hints 
given of what he thought not fo proper to com- 
municate in a tranflation at length. An analyfis 
done with care and judgment, and full of the 


| fpirit of the original, prefenting the reader in 


one view all the more fhining and principal paf- 
fages 
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fages of the poem, together with its whole plan 
and oeconomy, requires often more pains than a 
meer tranflation, and may produce the fame im- 
preffions, as the original compofition itfelf. It 
prevents the reader the trouble of criticifm, b 
fhewing him both the fort and foible of the 
piece: Nay, our author proceeds further, and 
affirms that it is often more entertaining, and 
that there are many readers, who had efteemed 
fome dramatick pieces of the antients, if too 
nakedly reprefented, or fimply tranflated, low 
and flat, tho’ they diverted the Athenians. Now, 
nothing is fo fatal to a Book as the giving dif- 
guft, e’en fuppofe we could prove it more ill- 
grounded. The author does not take this me- 
thod, becaufe he would conceal any thing that 
is defective in thofe writers; on the contrary, 
he always fhews this without the leaft referve 
or difguife, at the hazard of incurring the dif- 
pleafure of thofe, who are of the opinion that 
every thing is precious and facred in the antient 
authors; or, if they pleafe, at the rifque and 
hazard of being deceived himfelf herein. This 
point feems to give him no great anxiety, fince 
it is his own lofs if he is deceived, and to the 
advantage of truth, if he has truth on his fide. 
The nature of thefe analyfes, and the defire 
our author had of giving a compleat Hiftory 
and Knowledge of the Greek Theatre, has en- 
gaged him to colleét by the bye, and infert in 
his work all the pafflages he found in his way 
that had any affinity thereto; whether they were 
hiftorical faéts, characters, the thoughts of dif- 
ferent poets, or paflages and turns wrote in imi- 
tation of them either defignedly, or by chance. 
But in this refpect, we muft do him the juftice 
to own, that he has been fo happy, as to avoid 
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both the extremes fo ufual on this occafion. 
There being certainly a medium between the 
vain and affeéted oftentation of vaft reading 
and learning ili placed, and the emptinefs of a 
difcourfe void of the neceflary and ufetui f{poils 
of antiquity. 

He has a little more enlarged on Seneca’s thea- 
tre, than any other of the dramatick poets a- 
mong the Romans, becaufe moft of the pieces 
that go under his name, are taken from Greek 
authors. We have here a curious critical come 
parifon made of both; this will undoubtedly 
make us greatly lament the lofs of the Roman 
theatre of the Augufian age, which time has en- 
vy’d us. Cne natural inference arifing thence, 
we cannot avoid making, is, that Seneca and 
Lucan were partly the origine of the Freuch 
theatre, in the fame manner as fome time weak 
ard teeble fources that {pring from barren rocks, 
produce the moft noble and majeflick rivers, 
with enchanting borders. 

The illuttrious moderns, who have borrow’d 
their fubje¢ts, or any part of them from the an- 
tient Greeks, are not here forgot. ‘Their imita- 
tions compared with the models whence they 
are taken, muft needs throw a new light upon 
the great originals here propofed to be i!luftrated. 
So that in this work, we have an account of at 
leaft fixty differen: pieces, viz. feven tragedies 
of £/ciylus, as many of Sophocies’s, eighteen 
of Euip?des, and eleven comedies of Arifto- 
phanes, and all the ineftimable remains of fo 
many other compofitions of the fame kind, 
which the fruitfulnefs of their genius produced, 
and the ignorance and barbarity of after-ages 
buried in the ruins of the antient theatre. 
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Our author never mentions any poet now 
living, who may perhaps have borrowed fome 
part of the riches of the Greek theatre, and 
tranfplanted it into our own, when he either 
praifes or blames the originals be copies. It isa 
rule he fays, that ought to be eftablifhed in the 
Republick of Letters, to cite none but the dead, 
Flattery and fatyr would hereby be the only 
lofers, and truth a gainer. He mentions but 
little of the theatre of any of the other European 
nations. For befides, that his defign was not a 
compleat hiftory of the ftage, the difference and 
agreement of the French ideas and notions on 
this fubjeét with that of their neighbours is fuf- 
ficiently known. Every nation may, if it pleafes, 
make its boafts of having attained perfection in 
fome branches of literature or other ; nor is 
there any poffible way of determining the con- 
troverfy, nor any proper judge to appeal to, 
capable of deciding as to this preference and fu- 
periority, except unprejudiced and impartial 
pofterity of all countries and climates. It alone 
can fet the true value upon the productions of the 
mind, particularly thofe of wit ; and ultimately 
fix, and finally determine the juft notion and 
rule of tafte, in the work it immortalizes, by 
re-uniting all fuffrages, as moft nations have 
done in favour of the Greek and Roman au- 
thors. 

3. There is added to the two parts of the 
antiene theatre already mentioned, a third that 
particularly relates to comedy. It contains a long 
difcourfe upon it, together with a large account 
and explication of eleven of Ariftophanes’s come- 
dies, all ranged in the order of time, and a ge- 
neral conclufion of the work. The difcourfe 
treats of the perfon and writings of Arifto- 
H 4 phanes : 
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phanes: his friends and admirers ; his adverfa- 
ries and criticks; and what judgment we are 
to form of both; it treats alfo of the Roman 
comedy ; anda remarkable difference there is to 
be obferved between the comic and tragic 
tafte, with refpect to duration ; and difcuffes the 
queftion, which is moft difficult to fucceed in, 
tragedy or comedy, &e. The reader is after- 
wards prepared for rightly underftanding what 
remains of 4riftophbanes, by proper preliminary 
obfervations, and by the Aunals of the Pelopon=- 
gefian war, to which almoft all his pieces make 
perpetual allufions. In giving the detail of his 
pliys, all the hiftorical events are explain’d, with 
all the references that want any explication ; ; and 
all is tranflated, that can be tranflated, in pro- 
pofing four principal objeéts that are here placed 
ina clear and diftinét light before our eyes; par- 
ticularly the government of Athens lies conceal’d 
in the allegories of the poet, and the genius of 
the antient comedy ; the whole is concluded 
with a general recapitulation of all the feveral 
fteps, errors, and deviations of the human mind,, 
in the intention, the progrefs, the various for- 
tunes, and feveral declenfions of the theatre. In 
a word, nothing is omitted that can give any 
the leaft light to Ariftopbanes, or contribute to 
make him be throughly underftood ; the peculiar 
turn of his wit and raillery, his beauties and 
faults, his allegorical paintings, efpecially thofe 
of the people of Athens. The fame ufe and ad- 
vantages may be alfo reaped from the tranflation 
and commentaries as they are here given us, of 
LE [chylus, Sophocles, and Euripides. It is this 
compleat colle€tion, and regular conne€tion of 
tranflations, criticifms, reafonings, and the com- 
parifons of the various taftes of different 4 
an 
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and nations, that compofe a kind of hiftory of 
the dramatic genius, and, as it were, a new 
fyftem of poetry that is wholly built upon faéts, 
that feems to have determined our author in the 
choice of the title he gives this his moft learned 
and elaborate performance, (that is taken from 
the principal fubjeét there treated of ) Tus 
THEATRE OF THE GREEKS, 





ARTICLE XI. 


ADISSERTATION concerning the mo- 
ral Syftem of the Stoicks compared with 
that of the other antient philofophers, and 
particularly upon the writings of E pt- im ii 
CTETUS, fhewing he furpaffed all of i 
this Se both in his life and doérines, Oe 
and that bis ENCHIRIDION tranflated he 
by Dr. STANHOPE, (under the title : 
of EPICTETUS’s MORALS) is only a 
@ fmall extra& out of his difcourfes : ‘a 
which original difcourfes of his have | an 
never yet been attempted in Englith. \ ha 
To which therefore are here added \ en 
PROPOSALS for printing by Subfcrip- mY 
tion, A new tranflation from the Greek It} 
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taining, 1. His Difcourfes in four books. 
2. His Enchiridion. 3. His Maxims. To 
which will be prefix’d, A SHORT 
Account of bis life, and fuch of 
his writings, as have not reached our 
times. To which is here added, A 
SPECIMEN of the faid tranflation 
Sent in a Letter to the Author of The 
Prefent State of the Republick of Letters. 
By JoHN Rook Efq. 


A Letter to the Author of The Prefent State, €3c. 


SIR, 


ROPOSALS having been lately publifh’d 
P for printing an Engii/h tranflation of Epiéte- 
tus’s works, and moft people being prepoffefs’d 
with a falfe notion that they are already done by 
the learned Dr. Staubope, you would not only do 


juftice to the tranflator, but fervice to the world, 


by allowing the following piece a place in your 
Journal. I am, | | 


Your moft Obedient Servant, 


> QC’ all the fects of antient philofophers, 
* none ever arriv’d to a purity of do- 

© Grine equal with the Stoicks: none placed a 
* greater value upon virtue and religion, nor 
* raifed their notions of them to a higher pitch: 
© none difcover’d more of good earneft and bra- 
© very: none either prefs’d the practice of them 
* with more fpirit and argument, or promoted 
* it 
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© it with more warmth and inelination.” 'Thefe 
are the words of the learned and judicious Ga- 
taker, in his preliminary difcourfe to Antoninus ; 
and I the rather chufe to make ufe of them than 
any of my own, becaufe he may be deem’d im- 
partial in the cafe, as having no byafs to {way 
him to deliver any thing contrary to his real 
fentiments: whereas a cotemporary of the pre- 
fent tranflator’s, and a well-wifher to the under- 
taking, may perhaps be fufpefted to a& upon 
views either of friendfhip or intereft. I hall 
therefore endeavour to fhew, 


I. That the Stozcks had the nobleft fenti- 
ments, and the moft refin’d notions, of all the 
antient philofophers. 

II. That Epééfetus furpafs’d all thofe of his 
own feét, both in his life and doftrine. And, 

Ill. That his Euchiridion, which Dr. Stanhope 
has tranflated, Cunder the title of Epiéfetus’s 
morals ) is no more than an extract out of his 
difcourfes ; which original difcourfes have never 
yet been attempted in Englifh. 


Firft then, That the Stoicks were poffeffed 
with the nobleft fentiments, and moft exalted 
notions of all the antient philofophers, would 
be eafily allow’d, had I room here, to compare 
theirs with thofe of all other feéts. But as the 
limits of this difcourfe will not admit of fuch a 
fearch, I fhall only produce fome of their no- 
tions, and leave them to be fcrutinized by the 
found reafon, and unbyafs’d judgment of man- 
kind. ‘They hold, ‘ That God governs the uni- 
* verfe: that his providence is not only gene- 
“ral, but particular: that he prefides over hu- 
* man affairs: that he not only affifts men in the 
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© exercifes of virtue, but fupplies them with the 
© conveniencies of life, for which reafon he 
ought to be worfhipp’d and apply’d to on all 
occafions : that we fhould have him always in 
our thoughts, acknowledge his power, refign 
to his wifdom, adore his goodnefs for all the 

fatisfa€tion of our being: that we fhould fub- 

mit to his providence without referve, be plea- 
fed with his adminiftration, and reft fully per- 
fuaded that the {cheme of the world could nei- 
ther have been mended, the fubordination of 
things more fuitably adjufted, nor all events 
better tim’d for the common advantage: and 
therefore, *tis the duty of mankind to obey the 
fignal, and follow the intimations of heaven 

with all the alacrity imaginable : that the poft 
affign’d us by providence muft be maintain’d 

with refolution, and that we ought to die a 

€ thoufand deaths, rather than defert it.’ 

Thefe are the Stozck principles as to the deity, 

and the regard dueto him. Let us now exa- 
mine how they ftand affeéted towards mankind : 
and here their precepts are no lefs extraordi- 
nary than in the former cafe, for they declare 
plainly, © That we muft love all mankind hear- 
© tily, and without acompliment: that we ought 
© to follicit their intereft, bear with their in- 
© firmities, and do no manner of injury to any 
© mortal: that we fhould not think ourfelves 
© born for ourfelves alone, but exert our ftrength 
© for the publick good, and make our lives as fig- 
© nificant as poffible to the world : that the con- 
© {cience of a good aétion fhould content us, 
© without any profpeét of fame or reward : 
© that we fhould never be weary with the exer- 
© cife of good nature, but purfue one kindnefs 
© fo clofely with another, as to leave no room 
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© for any infignificant {paces of life to come 
“ between: that a man ought to look upon 
© a generous action as its own reward, and 
© that we oblige ourfelves by doing good to 
© others: that neither mercenary views nor 
© flavifh fears ought to have any influence 
© upon our actions: that the polifhing our rea- 
fon, and the governing our will, is the moft 
© noble employment, and nothing ought to be 
© preferr’d to the practice of honefty : that a 
© man fhould ftand immoveably by his reafon, 
S 
iS 
6 


a“ 


and that no clamour of appetite fhould call 
him off, nor any lofs of fortune, threats of 
death, or extremities of torture, make him 
© give way, or frighten him from a known duty,’ 
Thefe are fome of the noble fentiments which 
we find, in the writings of the Stoicks. What 
{trains of piety ! what inftances of humanity ! 
what heights of greatnefs are here! and to give 
them their due, they do not run into incon- 
fiftences, nor talk above their principles. 


Secondly, I propos’d to fhew, that Epiétetus 
furpafs’d all thofe of his own feé, both in his 
life and doctrine, Among the Stoicks, Zeno and 
Chryfippus were the moft confiderable. The firft 
was founder of the feét, the other a fuccefsful 
champion, who added much ftrength and de- 
fence to the firft plan. Both thefe philofophers 
were very voluminous writers, but neither of 
their works have had the good luck to ftand the 
fhock of time; nor indeed have we fo much as 
one volume of the firft fet of thofe fages come 
down to our hands. *Tis true, we had a little 
better fortune afterwards. The works of fome 
later philofophers of this perfuafion, have reach’d 
US, 
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us, and thefe are Seneca, Epictetus, and Marcus 
Aurelius the emperor. 

Of thefe, Seneca is the firft in time, but in 
my opinion the leaft in value and merit. That 
he has a vaft many fhining fentences is allow’d ; 
as alfo that his precepts are admirable, his man- 
ner noble, and his way of arguing acute in many 
places. He indeed deferves to be read by the 
moft ferious profeffors, as well as others, but 
then this ought to be done with fome care and 
caution ; for, to be free with him, he is not 
unitorm, and all of a piece. I do not mean his 
life, tho’ Dion Caffius taxes him upon that fcore, 
as if he wrote one way, and liv’d another. No, 
*tis his book I {peak to ; and here, how fulfomely 
does he flourifh upon that heavy emperor Clau- 
dius; and to pafs his flattery the better, makes 
his compliment to that {candalous tool of a cour- 
tier Polybius. But thefe good words were all 
given while Claudius was alive ; for when the 
emperor was once dead, he pelts his memory to 
fome purpofe, and falls upon him with all the 
violence of fatire imaginable. To proceed, how 
miferably does he contradi€t himfelf about the 
ftate of the foul after death! one while he makes 
her thoot the gulph, and mount the skies, with- 
out the leaft damage. At another time, fhe is 
but little better with him than a wax-candle ; 
for when the matter is once fpent, the vital 
flame finks into the focket, and all the pretend- 
ed immortality isover. Sometimes he bears hard 
upon Epicurus, cenfures his writings, and lafhes 
him feverely for his liberty: another time he 
comes round again, and not only excufes Epi- 
curus, and wipes out his infamy, but gives him 
a great character, and adds, that his princi- 
ples are remarkable for juftice and piety, and, 
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if well examin’d, for mortification too. And 
laftly, he is now and then guilty of the fame 
trifling which he condemns in Zeno and Chry/ip- 
pus: he is often gay when he fhould be grave, 
and flourifhes when he ought to ftrike home. 
He gives us a turn of fancy fometimes, inftead 
of folid proof. His notions are now and then 
fo fuperfine, that the leaft refiftance turns their 
edge; and tho’ they have generally a point, they 
have no weight for execution. This may be look’d 
upon as an excefs of clear dealing : but I am not 
the firft who has taken this freedom with Se- 
neca ; feveral great men have pafs’d the fame 
judgment long ago, Cand feveral more fince:) 
However, I defire not to be underftood as if I 
had a defign to detract from the worth, or dif- 
courage men from reading the works of this phi- 
lofopher, who was really of an extraordinary 
genius, and has always had men of fenfe and 
learning to admire him. My meaning is only 
to fhew, that this Roman fail’d a little in the 
points of gravity and fortitude, fo peculiar to 
the Stoicks ; and that Eptéfetus and Marcus Au- 
relius out-did him both in their pens and their 
practice. Thefe two perfons, tho’ in contrary 
{tations, and in the remoteft diftance of circum- 
{tances imaginable, the one being a poor flave, 
and the other the greateft monarch in the uni- 
verfe: thefe two perfons, I fay, have fhewed the 
force of the Stoica/ philofophy, and how ftrongly 
it operates under all diverfities of condition, and 
that, not only by a comprehenfive body of re- 
fin’'d morality in their writings, but by an il- 
luftrious example every way agreeable to the 
noblenefs of the precepts which they deliver'd. 
Thus far I have not only abridg’d Gataker, 
but alfo made ufe of Mr. Col/ier’s tranflation, 
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that I might be the lefs fufpeéted of partiality 
towards an author, who needs to ftalk in no bor« 
row’d plumes, and has merit enough of his own 
to place him above mankind: I {hall therefore 
only add, that the unblemifh’d probity fo re- 
markable in his converfation, recommended him 
to the favour and efteem of all the greateft men 
in the age wherein he liv’d, and that he has 
been extoll’d as well for his life as writings, by 
moft who have fucceeded him. Marcus Aurelius 
ranks him with the Socrates’s, the Zeno’s, and 
the Chryfippus’s. Aulus Gellius ftyles him the true, 
the fevere Stoick, and chief of the feét. Favo- 
rinus honours him with the title of Prince of 
Philofopbers ; and Spartian affures us he was an 
efpecial favourite of the emperor Hadrian: nay, 
fo great was his reputation, that Lucian, who 
calls him a wonderful man, rallies an ignorant 
fellow for purchafing his earthen lamp at three 
thoufand drachms, upon a vain imagination that 
his ftudying by the light of that lamp, would 
infpire him with the wifdom of its former matter. 
Simplicius, who wrote a long comment on his 
Enchiridion, declares, that his difcourfes are fo 
moving and lively, that all but the ftupid and 
fottifh muft be affe€ted with them ; and tho’ 
not all equally, yet all in fome degree. And 
again, that the man who can read his reflections 
without any impreffion or concern, is loft to all 
the methods of amendment in this world, and 
can only be made wife by the fiery difcipline of 
the next. But what feems the peculiar glory 
of Epictetus, was, that none of all the antient 
philofophers made fo nigh approaches to the true 
chriftian morality, nor entertain’d fo juft and 
becomhing notions concerning the nature and 
providence of God; infomuch that St. Augu/tin, 
notwith- 
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notwithftanding his violent prejudices againft 
the generality of the heathen fages, thought 
himfelf bound in juftice to make at leaft one 
exception, and to fpeak of Epiéfetus with the 
utmoft refpect, by ftyling him a very wife and 
exceeding good man; and reafon good he 
fhould, for he not only vindicates the immorta- 
lity of the foul, as ftrenuoufly as Seneca, or 
ever a Stozck of them all, but has this advantage 
over his whole fraternity, in declaring openly 
againft that moft impious and irreligious maxim 
maintain’d by moft ot his profeffion, That aman 
snay lawfully die by bis own bands. But I am 
weary of abridging and copying after others, 
and fhould {pin this letter out to an extravagant 
length, fhould I infert all that might be added 
on this occafion; for which reafon I fhall now 
haften to the third particular, wiz. 


That the Enchiridion Cwhich Dr. Stanbope 
has tranflated, under the title of Epzéfetus’s Mo- 
vais) is no more than a bare extract out of his 
difcourfes. And to prove this, I need only quote 
the doctor’s own words ; for in his life of Epié7e~ 
tus, P. 33. he fays, ‘ Arrian was diftinguifh’d by 
© the title of Xenophon the Younger, becaufe, like 
that philofopher, he committed to writing the 
dictates deliver’d by his mafter in his life-time, 
and publifh’d them in one volume, under the 
name of Epiétetus’s Difcourfes or Differtatious, 
which at prefent we have in four books. At- 
ter this, he compofed a little treatife, call’d 
His Enchiridion, which is a fhort Compendiurs 
of all EpiéFetus’s philofophical principles.’ Nay, 
Simplicius himfelf, at the very entrance upon his 
comment, declares, that Arrian compofed the 
Enchiridion, being a collection. of fuch remarks 
AvuGuST 1730. I and 
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and rules out of Epicfetus’s difcourfes, as he 
thought moft feafonable, moft neceffary, and 
moft likely to affe¢t mens minds. And adds, 
that the fame things, deliver’d in almoft the fame 
expreffions, lie fcatter’d up and down in thofe 
writings, call’d Epictetus’s Difcourfes. 

This point thus gain’d, the laft part of the 
affertions will be eafily made out; for on the En- 
chiridion, ( which of itfelf contains not above 
two fheets, according to the prefent manner of 
printing in Od7avo, and which being fo very con- 
cife, muft be proportionably obfcure.) Smpli- 
cius wrote a comment fo vaftly large, that its 
bulk equall’d at leaft, if not exceeded, the ori- 
ginal difcourfes. ‘Fhis abridgment, and this 
comment, Dr. Stanbope undertook to tranflate 
into Englifb, without ever troubling his head 
with the difcourfes themfelves. Had that inge-~ 
nious and learned divine thought fit to have at- 
tempted a verfion of Epiéfetus’s whole works, 
none would, perhaps, have prefum’d to have 
come afterhim. As he has not, few will blame 
this author for undertaking a work, whereof the 
do€tor has not done the tenth part; nor for gi- 
ving a new verfion of the Enchiridion, to per- 
fect it; he having as good a right to follow the 
doctor in that, as the doctor had to follow at 
leaft half a dozen others in the fame piece. 

If any objeét, that this is a work too good, 
‘or too grave for the tafte of the prefent roman- 
cing age, let fuch know, that works like this 
were never calculated either for any particular age 
or climate. ‘Their extent was defigned to be no 
Yefs than univerfal, and their duration eternal. 
‘They have, at leaft, already reach’d moft parts 
of the civiliz’d world, and have hitherto born 
up againft all oppofers in the worft of times, 
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when fuperftition triumph’d upon the ruins of 
found fenfe, and reafon herfelf lay bury’d be 
neath a mighty load of monkifh bigotry, and 
Gothick ignorance. 


A SPECIMEN of the prefent Tranflation 
of EPICTETUs’s Difcourfes, Book I. 


Arguments to prove that nothing is bid from 
the Deity. , 


Cy: having ask’d how he might convince 
another that all his actions fell immedi- 
ately under the divine infpection: Do you not 
obferve, fays he, the univerfal harmony of cre- 
ated Beings? To which, when he agreed: and 
are you not fully fatisfied of the influence which 
Cocleftial Bodies have over the Terreftrial ? For 
were it otherwife, how is it poffible all things 
fhould happen in fuch exact order, (as if by di- 
vine appointment, ) that he no fooner commands 
the trees to put forth leaves and bloffoms, and 
bear fruit, but they obey: when he orders the 
fruits to ripen, they ripen; and when he de- 
clares his pleafure that the flowers fhould fade, 
the leaves fall, and the plants contraét them- 
felves, to prepare for a fecond opening ; they 
fhew a fpeedy compliance to his will. Turn 
your thoughts next to the Moon’s increafe and 
decreafe, the Sun’s approach to her, and his re- 
treat from her: view the vaft diverfity, and the 
regular changes in human affairs, and tell me, 
whence all thefe can proceed ? And if the leaves 
of trees, and our bodies are fo clofe join’d to the 
univerfe, and united to fo great a fociety, how 
Much more are our minds? If our fouls are fo 
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nearly ally’d to the Deity, as to be even parts of 
himfelf, can it be imagined that he obferves not 
every motion of theirs, and fees whether it be 
proper and coherent ? Are you able to take cog- 
nizance of the divine government? to infpeét 
all things, coeleftial and terreftrial ? and of 
moving your thoughts with an admirable velo- 
city, from one to another, thro’ an infinite va- 
riety of objects ? of affenting to fome propofi- 
tions, denying others, and deliberating upon a 
third fort ?, Can you treafure up fo many, and 
fuch various ideas in your mind, and thence 
make refle€tions fuitable to the nature of each? 
Can you gain a proficiency in arts and {ciences ; 
and retain an infinite number of things in your 
memory ; and fhall not the Deity be allow’d to 
infpect all things, to be prefent every where, 
and have a fuperintendency over all affairs ? The 
Sun enlightens the beft part of the univerfe at 
once, and leaves only a {mall portion darken’d 
by the earth’s fhadow ; and fhall He, who not 
only form’d the Sun, (a {mall part of his handy- 
work, if compared with the univerfe, ) butalfo 
gave it motion, be deem’d unable to extend his 
view over the whole ? But you are not capable 
Cyou fay) to attain to the knowledge of all 
thefe particulars: Who ever imagined you had a 
capacity equal to ove? he has affign’d each man 
his genius, and committed him to the care of a 
guardian who neither flumbers, nor can be de- 
ceived : and to what better cuftody could he con- 
fin any? &e. 
London, July 10. 1130. 

Proposars for printing by Sub{cription 
Errcretuss Works. Containing, 1. His 
Difcourfes : Jn four Books. 2. His Enchiri- 
dion. 3. His Maxims: Zranflated from the 
Greek. 








his 
ble 
all 
da 
1an 
of a 
de- 
on- 


50. 
ton 
His 
iiri- 
the 
eek. 





Art..12. the Republick of Letters. 133 


Greek. By J. Rooxe. Yo which will be pre- 
Jix’d, A thort Account of his Lire, and fuch of 
bis WxitTines as have not reach’d our Times. 

The whole will contain about 30 fheets in 8vo. 
all the copies printed on royal paper. 

The price to fubfcribers half a guinea, and 
none printed but what are fubfcribed for. 

The fub{cribers names printed before the work, 


which: will be deliver’d by the middle of Fe- 
bruary next. 








ARTICLE XI. 


Containing fome REMARKS on Art. xi. 


for the Month of July laft, p. 54, to §8+ 
or the Extratt there inferted from 
the Charge which the prefent Lord 
Bifhop of Peterborough deliver’d to the 
Clergy of bis Diocefe, relating to the pre- 
fent Dangers of Popery, @c. 


SIR, 


I AM a conftant reader, I wifh I could fay a 
conftant admirer of your Prefent State of 
the Republick of Letters: I have often been 
inclined to let you know wherein I think you 
have committed fome faults; but your laft ac- 
count for Fu/y 1730 has made fuch an impreffion 
on me, that I could not refift any longer the 
temptation of writing to you, hoping you will 
do me the juftice to infert this in fome of your 
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following months: the occafion of my writing 
at prefent is this. 

Tho’ I am not in the late Dr. Clarke’s way 
of thinking in many points of no {mall weight, 
yet Lown I was mightily taken with that part 
of the noble character you give him, p. 30. you 
fay, ‘‘ The charity of his temper and good-will 
“® was as extenfive as the whole rational creation 
“© of Ged. His love of the religious and civil 
© liberties of mankind was a ruling and pewer- 
€¢ ful principle in his heart and praétice.” And 
p. 46. in the notes you add, ‘* That he had ever 
‘< in all he wrote taken the moft effectual care 
“© to prevent it (the treatment of him againft 
all the rules of common decency and decorum) 
“* by treating thofe from whom he differ’d, even 
“* the meaneft and weakeft amongft them, with 
© remarkable candor and humanity.” 

But how furprized was I, to find in your 
very next article from p. 54 to 58, the moft bit- 
ter invectives a furious zeal can infpire againft a 
fet of men, which the laws have fo much hum- 
bled already ? *Tis not my intention here to ar- 

ue in defence of Popery, efpecially as you have 
defcribed it in the Bifhop’s Words; all I pre- 
tend to, is to fet your own words in their pro- 
per light. If Dr. Clarke’s charity and modera- 
tion juftly claims your praife and admiration, 
what character muit the Bifhop bear in the 
minds of your readers? and fince your felf own 
the knowledge of fuch books as the reprefenter 
and mifreprefenter, p. 54. Where is the juftice, 
charity, candor, and humanity, fo much com- 
mended in Dr. Clarke ¢ Would he have repre- 
fented Popery under fuch colours as they con- 
ftantly difown, or as they themfelves profefs it ? 
fay what you can againft Popery, as the council 
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of Zrent words it, as the late Bifhop of Meaux, 
M. Boffuet reprefents it, or as the reprefenter 
cited by you, holds it; that will be fair, and I 
fhould not difturb you at prefent. But give me 
leave to tell you, the character of Dr. Clarke is 
ftrangely fhadowed by the Bifhop’s invective, 


‘and as you fay p. 56, in the notes, Horace’s 


monfter, in the beginning of his Art of Poetry, 
is nothing, if compared to your firft and fe- 
cond article. I am, 


S IR, 
Your unknown Humble Servant, 
C. V. 


The Remarks proper to be made on the Letter 


contained in this Article, for want of 


Time and Room bere, muft be deferr’d to 
anotber Journal. 





ARTICLE XIII. 


A Critical DissERTATION O” a Paf- 
fage in Horace’s Satires, Book I. 
Sat. 1V. relating to Lucizivus’s Cha- 
racter: Communicated in a Letter 40 @ 
Friend. 


Y ou were pleas’d to ask my opinion of 
this verfe of Horace, in his character 
of Lucilius: 
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Cum flueret lutulentus, erat quod tollere vellés. 
Sat. 4. B.D. lin. rr. 


I freely own I never faw any difficulty in it 
betore you told me it had puzzled the commen- 
tators ; and now having examined the whole paf-' 
fage throughly, I am of the fame opinion, and 
think thofe gentlemen might have {pared all 
their learned pains about it, for it is no more 
than what he had {aid juft before. 


Emuntteé navis, durus componere ver{us. 


Durus componere ver/us, in the firft part of Lucz- 
Jius’s character, is atterwards exprefs’d by fiveret 
Iutulentus, €8 erat quod tolere velles, is the necef~ 
fary confequence of his being emuutte naris. 
Here all is plain and clear, and ‘eafy ; and I be- 
lieve no other meaning can be put upon the 
place. ‘Thofe that think otherwife muft found 
their opinion upon the word tol/ere ; fo that the 
queftion will be, what is the precife meaning of 
that word ? And here another queftion will arife, 
and that is, whether this verfe regards Lucilius’s 
thought, or his verfification? but take which you 
will, the word to//ere muft be taken in a good 
fenfe. If it has refpeét to his thought, erat quod 
tollere velles muft be fpoken in his praife ; and 
if to his verfification, then it fignifies that he 
had a great many good verfes. Probably Horace 
bad faid it witha view both to the matter and 
the manner of his writing ; tho’ upon fecond 
thoughts I believe he confider’d his manner 
only. For this opinion, I ‘have the authority of 
Horace himfelf in the next verfe. 


Garrulus 
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Garrulus atque piger {cribendi ferre laborens, 
Scribendi recte. 

Nempe incompofito dixi pede currere ver[us, 
Lusili. Sat. 1o. B. 1. lin. 1. 


Horace compos’d his tenth Satyr to vindicate 
himfelf from the imputation of being a malevo- 
lent critick ; therein he repeats what he had faid 
of Lucilius, and plainly fhews that they had 
miftaken his meaning ; and to put it beyond all 
difpute, he afferts it in exprefs terms, that his 
criticifm was only upon the incorreétnefs of his 
ftyle: Incompofito dixi pede currere verfus. It 
had been objected to Horace, that he found fault 
with Lucilzus ; he owns the charge, but throws 
off the malevolence of it, by faying, that he had 
more good verfes than bad ones : 


At dixi fluere bunc lutulentum, [ape ferentem 
Plura quidem tollenda relinquendis. 
- Sat. 10. B.1. lin. go. 


Which I think is a full proof, that to//ere in the 
verfe, Cum flueret lutulentus,. is to be taken in a 
good fenfe ; for if toflere fignifies to throw away, 
retrench, or difcara in the firft verfe, what fenfe 
muft be put upon fol/enda in this laft ? Befides, 
tollenda €8 relinquendis can’t both be us’d in the 
fame fenfe; and I never knew that relingucre was 
ever us’d to fignify approbation. 

Horace had in him all the qualities of a good 
writer and a true critick, who is always pleas’d 
when he has an opportunity to praife ; and yet 
when there is occafion, is not afraid to find 
fault. His praifes and his fatyr are always in 
the right place. Luci/ius’s ftyle was uncorre¢t. 
, Horace 
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Horace fays it was, but yet he does not condemn 
it; he fays there were more beauties in it than 
faults, and with a great deal of good nature he 
imputes thofe faults to the times in which Luci- 
lius wrote, and not to Lucius himfelf : 


Si foret boc nofirum fato delatus in evum 
Detereret fibi multa, recideret omne quod ultra 
Perfecium traberetur. _ Sat.1o. B.1. lin. 68. 


Which to me is a plain proof, that he look’d 
upon Lucz/ius as a great genius, who had no 
fault but what was owing to the time he wrote 
in. It istrue, he did not with his blind admi- 
rers fay he had no faults ; but then with true 
judgment, he gives him his juft commendation, 
tells what his faults were, and difcovers the caufe 
to which thofe faults were owing. Horace was 
too good a judge, and too much a gentleman to 
make a compliment in a wrong place. He fpeaks 
his opinion with the candor of a gentleman, and 
the impartiality of a judge. 

Perhaps after all I may be inthe wrong, and 
tollere ought to be explain’d in another fenfe 
than what I have given it. You may confult 
the commentators. I have only a plain edition 
of Horace without notes; as to the paffage in 
queftion, I think there is no occafion for any. 
I have F. Zarteron’s tranflation indeed by me, 
but as he has given two different verfions of it, 
perhaps his opinion may be objected to ; other- 
wife, fince his laft thoughts upon it have given a 
good fenfe to the word tollere, I might urge his 


authority for the truth of what I have advanced : 
but let F. Zarteron, and the reft of the commen- 
tators, fay what they will, we fhould go to Ho- 


vace himfelf, and then we can never be miftaken, 
; , pa “ 
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he is foclear a writer. I fhall therefore take the 
liberty to lay before you in one view whatever 
he has faid of Lucélius with refpeét to the fub- 
je& in queftion, only drawing a line under thofe 
paflages, which I think confirm my opinion of 
the meaning of the word foll/ere, and the appli- 
cation of the whole verfe. 


Hinc omnis pendet Lucilius, 
Emuntta@ naris durus componere ver(us. 
Cum flueret lutulentus, erat quod tollere velles. 
Garrulus atque piger {cribendi ferre laborem, 
Scribends recte. 
Nenipe incompofito dixi pede currere verfus 
Lucilt. 
= At idem quod fale multo 
Urbem defricuit, charta laudatur eadem, 
Nec tamen boc tribuens, dederin: quoque cetera. 
At dixi fluere bunc jutulentum, fepe ferentem, 
Plura quidem tollenda relinquendts. 
Quid vetat &9 nofmet Lucilt [cripta legentes, 
Querere num illinus num rerum dura negarit 
Verficulos natura magis factos 8 euntes 
Mollius ¢ 
Si foret boc noftrum fato delatus in evum 
Detereret fibi multa, recideret omne quod ultra 
Perfecium traheretur, € in ver[u faciendo, 
Sepe caput [caberet, vivos €8 roderet ungues. 

















I know not whether you will approve of my 
opinion, I humbly fubmit the whole to your 
judgment. And am, €c. 


I propofe deJatus in the verfe, 


Si foret boc noftrum fato delatus in eavum, 
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as a new reading, the printed copies having 
dilatus ; I reft it upon the authority of this 
verfe, 












































Quo me cungue rapit tempefias deferor bofpes. 


Epift. 1. B.x. 1 9. 
Sept. 3. 1'730. 
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4A Third Letter to Dr. MEAD, con- 
cerning a new Edition of Tuuanus’s 
Hiftory zz Latin. lu Seven Volumes 
wt Folio. To which is added, A List of 
the Subfcribers. Loudoun: Printed by 
S. BuckvLey wz Amen-Corner. 1730. 
In 8vo. p. 40. 


(See an Account of the fir? Letter in Vol. 1. Art. 12. 
p. 158. of the fecond, in VolIV. Art.14.p.144.) 


'HE indefatigable Mr. Buck/ey, the accu- 

rate and laborious Editor of this truly 

noble and ineftimable work, in this his third 
Letter addrefled to his great and learned Patron 
and Mecenas, Dr. Mead, informs us, that having 
now, after ufing all the expedition that fo large 
a work would admit of, put all the volumes of 
Thuanus’s Hiftory to the Prefs, hé addreffes aw" 
el 
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felf publickly to him once more, from this mo- 
tive principally, that as the quality and the num- 
ber of his fubfcribers (which he will fee by 
the Lift hereto annexed, ) is a proof of the truft 
placed in his application and probity to perform 
what he had undertaken, fo he can with truth af- 
{ure them, that by means of certain acquifitions 
made fince his propofals were publifhed, fome 
of which he here defcribes, this Edition will 
be improved much beyond what he could then 
give them any expectation of. 

Rigaltius’s continuation of the hiftory from 
1607 where Zhuanus ends, to the death of 
Henry 1V. in 1610, deferves to be mentioned 
in the firft place. It is divided into three books : 
the firft of them was printed in a thin Fo/io, but 
without the author’s name, and with this title 
only at the top of the firft page, De Rebus Gal- 
lie a Fine Fac. Ang. Thuani Liber Primus, and 
was never publifhed, but fuppreffed ; one copy 
of it however was preferved, and is now inthe 
King’s Library at Paris, where very probably it 
was depofited by Rigaltius himfelf, who was 
many years keeper (Garde) of that Library : 
and another copy having been put into the Li- 
brary Zhuanus left behind him, came with the 
manufcripts of that Library ( when it was fold 
in 1679, ) into the hands of the great Monfieur 
Colbert, and was in the catalogue of the books 
of the Bibliotheca Colvertina that were fold by 
auction about two years ago. But the two laft 
books of Rigastzus’s continuation remained in. 
manufcript, and have never yet been printed. 
This piece will no doubt be generally deemed a 
very valuable acquifition : becaufe no one who is 
apprifed that Tiuanus defigned to carry on his 
hiftory to the death of Henry IV. and who has 

read 
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read his will, by which, befides the parata Editio 
of his hiftory, he left Lucubrationes item omneis 
alias [uas to the difcretion of Rigal/tius and Pu- 
teanus ; and who further confiders thofe two per- 


fons as conftant and domeltick companions of 


Thuanus; but muft be defirous to fee Rigaltius’s 
continuation of his friend’s hiftory to that pe- 
riod of time to which he himfelf defigned to ex- 
tend it ; whether we fuppofe this continuation 
to have been formed from that friend’s sketches 
and memoirs left among his papers, or upon 
the fentiments to which Régal/tius had been ha- 
bituated by continual converfation with him. 
In his fecond Letter he gave extracts of fe- 
veral Letters that paffed between Zhuanus and 
Camden, and regretted that he wanted a Letter 
of Camden’s dated in November 1607. It is with 
much fatisfaétion he now acquaints us, that he 
is poffeffed of that Letter, as alfo of three 
other Letters of Camden to Thuanus, which he 
had not before; among them is that dated in 
Fune 1615, an extract of which he could only 
give then from an imperfect draught. For 
this acquifition he is obliged to Mr. Zitley re- 
fiding at the court of Copenhagen; who being 
informed that M. Gram, profeffor of the Greek 
tongue in the univerfity there, had among his 
manufcripts that he had faved from the late fire 
in Copenbagen, in which part of his Library was 
burnt, a collection of Letters, written by King 
Henry IV. by Dan. Heinfius, Mich. Lingelfbe- 
minus, Ub. Emmius, Fo. Meurfius, the cardinal de 
Foyenfe, and others, to M. de Zhou, and parti- 
cularly that from Camden, which he faw by his 
Letters he: wanted ; was pleafed to apply 
to him for copies of all Letters of Camden, and 
a lift of the reft. The Profeffor whom he found 
to 
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to be a very learned good-natur’d man, confent- 
ed to it with the utmoft readinefs : and befides 
the Letters of Camden at large, furnifhed not a 
bare lift only of the others, but the date, be- 
ginning, ending, and argument of each Letter. 
Thete Mr. Zitley fent over to him, with a Letter 
to him from M. Gram, offering a copy of that 
entire collection, and of another collection of 
Letters of Zhuanus to Lingelfbeim, if he fhould 
want and defirethem. He was furprized with the 
Proteffor’s frank proceeding, and immediately 
wrote to Mr. Zzt/ey to engage him to favour him 
with thofe manufcripts, without lofing time to 
copy them. ‘This was obtained, and the Pro- 
feffor has further obliged him with other pieces, 
and fome obfervations of his own ; by which he 
appears to be a perfon of great reading, labo- 
rious, and extreamly judicious, as well as very 
obliging and communicative. 

The above-mentioned materials tran{mitted 
to him from different and remote places, are the 
more acceptable and valuable, becaufe it is cer- 
tain they cannot by any diligence be procured 
in France. 

In his {pecimen, the contents of the hiftory, 
taken from the epitomes prefixed by the author 


to each book, were put in the margin. But 


Dr George Clarke of Oxjord advifed him to ano- 
ther method, which is, to mark by numeral 
Letters the chief contents in every epitome, 
and to put like numerals at the beginning of 
every divifion or paragraph in the fubfequent 
book anfwering to thofe contents ; fo that what- 
ever the reader finds in the epitomes, he may 
by thofe numbers readily turn to in the hiftory. 
Many books have been printed in this method ; 
Which is not only perfectly commodious and ufe- 
a ful 



























































































144 The Prefent State of Art. 14. 


ful in itfelf, but the margin is thereby kept clear 
and f{pacious, which renders the page the more 
graceful. This alteration he propofed to my Lord 
Carteret, and to Dr. Mead, as well as to other 
good judges, whoail approved it. But befides, in 
preparing the copy for the prefs, it foon appear- 
ed that the other method of copying the con- 
tents from the epitomes, and putting them in 
the margin, was not practicable without defa- 
cing the beauty of the page: For, in fome in- 
ftances, thofe contents would take up more lines 
in the margin, than the very matter related in 
the text; in which cafe, part of the marginal 
contents of one paragraph would be thruft down 
the fide of a fubfequent paragraph on a diffe- 
rent fubjeét ; in other inftances the author ex- 
patiates fo much in fome of the contents, that 
even the Editor of the laft Frauckfort edition 
( who introduced the tran{planting of thofe con- 
tents from the epitomes into the margin) find- 
ing them too long, is forced to retrench part of 
them; and fometimes the author enlarges the 
contents, by juftifying inthem certain facts re- 
Jated in the body of the hiftory, which juftifica- 
tions cannot with any propriety be ufed as mar- 
ginal contents. Upon thefe accounts the me- 
thod he has taken is preterable to the other ; 
for, by means of the figures or numbers in every 
epitome and paragraph of a book mutually an- 
{wering to each other, all that the author chofe 
to give as the contents of his work, may be pre- 
fently found by infpecting the epitomes: which 
the reader would do well to perufe firft, all the 
way he goes, before he enters upon the book to 
which they are refpectively prenxed ; becaufe 
there are fometimes things inthem, which either 
fupply or explain matters related in the body of 
. the 
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the hiftory ; for inftance, in the epitome of the 
firft book, where mention is made of the inter- 
view between Lew7s King of France, and Ferdi- 
nand of Spain at Savona, at which Gon/alva of 
Corduba, called the Great Captain, was prefent, 
this faét is told, Cordubenfis a Ludovico rara bu- 
manitate men{e adbibitus, Ferdinandi manifefto 
livore, qui Cordubenfi malam gratiam rependit ; of 
which faét not a fyllable is to be found in the 
body or text of the hiftory. So likewife in the 
$3d book an account is given of a Letter writ- 
ten by Monluc bifhop of Valence, in defence, or 
extenuation at leaft of the maffacre of Paris. A 
fharp anfwer to this Letter was written, fays Zua- 
nus, 2 Gallo guodam in Germania profugo Zacharieé 
Furnefteri nomine, to which the famous Cyjacius 
reply’d. The guzdam Gallus is not named in the 
body or text of the hiftory ; but in the epitome 
we are told Hugo Donellus was the perfon who 
wrote /ub Furneftert nomine. 

Upon occafion of the epitomes or contents of 
the books of Zhuanus’s Hiftory, Mr. Buckley en- 
ters into a particular difquifition, in what view, 
and for what ufe thofe épitomes were drawn up ; 
as alfo into a long and curious differtation con- 
cerning the time when the Commentariz de Vita 
fua were written, and the defign of writing 
them ; and what a great regard there was in this 
laft had to his hiftory, to fupply fome paffages 
of it with more particulars, illuftrate or explain 
others, and fometimes by naming his vouchers, 
to remove all doubts of the truth of certain ex- 
traordinary tranfa€tions which he had related ; 
the particular account of this is continued from 
p. 6, to p. 16. But however remarkable and cu- 
rious an article this is, we are obliged for want 
AvuGusT 1730. K of 
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of room to omit it here, or defer it at leaft to 
fome other. Journal. 

To return then to what more immediately 
concerns the Héffory itfelt: this editor fays, he 
cannot omit taking particular notice of one thing, 
which fhews Zhuanus’s ingenuity towards the 

ublick and towards his friends; and that is, his 
acknowledgment of the afliftance he had in the 
compiling of his hiftory. In his 117th book he 

ives an admirable character of Petrus Pitheus, 
who died in the year 1596: among other things 
he fays this of him, Nemo privata € domeftica 
negotia exactius tenutt, quam ipje Gallicam exter- 
namque biftoriam, origines populorum, de/criptio- 
nes temporum, fucceffiones familiarum, bella, federa, 
conventiones vel exterorum inter fe vel nobifcum, 
gefta, leges, mores, confuetudines provinctarum fin- 
gularumve urbium. And he concludes with thefe 
words, Ita ut incomparabilis amici morte, quicum 
partiri curas, & non folum de Studiis, [ed etiam de 
Repub. confilia communicare confueveram, coepte 
hiftorie penfum protinus € manibus excufferim, 
abjeciffemque prorfus, nifi tanti viri & de me ac 
patria tam bene meriti memoria boc debere exifti- 
maffem, ut quod illo auctore inchoaveram ad publi- 
cam utilitatem, cui noftram in ea parte induftriam 
prodeffe olin gudicabat, quamvts tanto adjutore de- 
fiitutus, alits undecunque que ab illo folo ab initio 
fperaveram conquifitis [ubfidiis, ad exitum tandem 
perducerem. Inthe 6th book of his life, he can- 
not forbear mentioning him again to the fame 
purpofe, adding this particular, Res Henrico Il. 
gefie eo fuperftite [cripta, €& ab eo in parte recog- 
nite € emendate : €9 cum vivere defiit, earum 
exemplum penes fe babebat. And to fhew the ful- 
nefs of his concern for his lofs, he inferts there 
a Letter to J/ Cafaubon, in which he fays, Ae 
certe 








Av ‘3 . J Ay > = 


“?@ 


Ss ! 


_ 


“rR SM CD 


Art. 14. the Republick of Letters. 147 


certe ipfius amicitia, quandiu ea frui licutt, feli- 
cen, nunc poft ejus mortem unico fiudsorum meorum 
€3 confiliorum duce €9 adjutore orbatum tantus ad~ 
flixit dolor, ut parum abfuerit, quin flatim fiudiis 
omnibus €9 Reipub. adeo ipfi, cui me in aliqua parte 
inferuire voluit Deus, fuimmum vale dixerim, nifi 
me ejus ipfis, ex cujus amiffione tantum dolorem 
fentio, preclare voces, que adbuc animo meo in- 
herebant, vevocaffent. Nam in mentem veniebat, 
illum cum me de Rep. def{perautem ac plane animo 
dejectum videret, bac ratione fepe erigere folitum, 
cum diceret, quaimvis haut paulo melius ipfe de 
Regué flatu ominaretur, boni civts ac fiverui mi- 
itis cffe flationem a fummo tmperatore maxdatam 
vel deploratis rebus minime deferere. ‘Towards 
the end of his 136th book a great character is 
given of Soffrey de Caliguon chancellor of Na- 
varre, who died in 1606, (cui quo ( {ays Tbua- 
aus) in Ediiio Nam meterifi condendo conmunem ope= 
ram per tricnnium iutegrum navavi: ) To that 
character fome paffages will be added in our edi- 
tion, taken from the King’s manufcript, and 
particularly this, Cu trififfimum de ejus morte 
nunciun accept, ex eo graviffimum dolorem concept, 
quippe fingulari amico €& {apientiffimo viro orbatus, 
qui me domi in Hiftorico noftro opere, forts in 
confilits pro Rep. capiendis, plerumque titubantem 
fuftinebat, © filo prudenti ac {ua quafi manu de- 
duttum errare non finebat. By his laft will he 
commits to the care and judgment of Puteanus 
and Rigaltius the parata Editio of his hiftory ; 
a truft he judged proper to repofe in men who 
were publickly known to be his conftant, and 
in a manner his houfhold companions, a great 
many years; and whom he knew the learned 
world would agree were well qualified to coun/et 
and aff? him; and thefe he enjoins, in the 
2 publifhing 
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publifhing of the faid perfect copy of his hiftory, 
to take the further advice of the brothers Sam- 
mena be Cfays he) me in toto opere multum 
opera fis £5 diligentia adjuverunt. 'Thefe proceed- 
ings are marks not only of an ingenuous and ho- 
neit, but of a wife man; and had their natural 
effects : : for, after his death, Puteanus and Ri- 
galtius omitted no occafion of paying all friendly 
offices to his memory, his writings, and his fa- 
mily. Their firft care was, to fecure the conti- 
nuation of his hiftory, by conveying the parata 
Editio immediately to Geneva, with all the fe- 
crecy at that time neceflary. Their next was, to 
render the whole as perte€t as they could by their 
emendations. Add to this, Regaltins’s writing a 
continuation of the hiftory to the time his de- 
ceafed friend defigned to have carry’d it; the 
publifhing by the two brothers Peters and Fames 
Dupny, interpretations of the proper names of 
perfons ai and places in the hiftory, (for befides 
what Peter Dupuy nor ted in the margins of his 
fett of Thuanas, the Index Thuani was their joint- 
labour: ) add alfo Peter Dupuy’s warm Apologie 
pour PHifoire de M. de Thou, written in 1620. 
and his elaborate and pathetick defence of de 
Thouw: unfortunate fon Francis ; which two laft 
Wi! Ks found in our 7th volume. The Notatio- 
nes ?. B. Galli hall li kewife be printed entire in 
that ‘voli ; and the various readings of the 
king’s and other manufcripts, fhall be placed at 
the bottom of the pages of the Vita Thuani, with 
interpretations of the proper names in it. In a 
word, that volume will be the repofitory of Let- 
ters, and other detached pieces, more than can 
be enumerated here, on different fubjects: which 
will be fo ranged, with refpeét to time, and to 
each fubject they treat of, that they will caft 
light 
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light upon each other, and upon the hiftory. He 
does make particular mention of a few of them 
only which were tranfmitted to him while he 
was drawing up this third Letter, vzz. A 
very valuable and curious Letter in French from 
Thuauus to a friend in 1592, on the league, and 
on the means for a general pacification in the 
kingdom. Another Letter of Zhuanus in French 
to the duke de BouzHon in 1593, on the conver- 
fion of king Henry1V. Letters from Camden to 
Pet. Puteanus, three of them after the death of 
Thuanus. And two Letters from Lingel/bemius 
to Pet. Puteanus. 

The editor had owned his great obligations to 
my Lord Carteret for fub{criptions : But he here 
adds, that he has the further pleafure to acknow- 
ledge, that his Lordihip has alfo from time to 
time favoured him with his direétions and infor- 
mations concerning Zhuanus, one of his favou- 
rite authors, of whom he is a perfect matter, 
Cas my Lord J/ay had alfo done on a Jike occa- 
fion, to whom he therefore pays due acknow- 
ledgments, fee p. 8. of this Letter.) And among 
other things his Lordfhip was fo good as to fend 
him the following character of this great author 
contained in the next Article. 





ARTICLE XV. 


A CHARACTER Of THUANUS, and his 


Hiftory. Writen by my Lord Carteret. 


K ‘THUA- 
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* HUANUS is an hiftorian of the firft 
- * rank with refpect to the extenfive- 
nels and dignity of his fubjeét, which he 
has related in the moft proper and ornamental 
ftyle. No writer ever did more honour to 
his country. He always vindicated the jutft 
rights of France, and has furnifhed his coun- 
trymen with folid arguments to maintain them. 
The rights of the houfe of Bourbon are by 
him fet in the cleareft light. Yet fuch were 
the times in which he lived, that the courtiers 
at Paris were not afhamed to facrifice him to 
the refentments of the court of Rome, with 
this aggravation, that his own hero Henry 
the Fourth was unfteddy in his defence, and 
, fuffer’d this moft learned, candid, and free- 
; * {pirited Frenchman, his moft faithful fubject, 
7 a ufeful friend, to be infulted by priefts and 
bigots, who would, if they could, have fup- 
* preffed this immortal work ; and this is an in- 
ftance, in which Henry the Fourth did not fhew 
his ufual grandeur of mind, but was wanting 
to himfelf in not fupporting a man he loved 
and efteemed, and was obliged to, againft the 
iniquity of perfons he defpis’d. Whoever 
reads this hiftory with attention will fee, that 
Thuanus {peaks truth of himfelf, when he fays, 
that he rather declined honours at court than 
fought them, and that he placed his whole 
dignity and fecurity in a good confcience. 
Tho’ the work is long collectively confider’d, 
yet it is not long in its refpective parts. He 
leads the reader through the whole world, is 
very entertaining in whatever he writes, and 
for the moft part is very inftructive. It is not 
to be expected that he could be fo exact in 
© what 
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© what he writes of foreign countries, as he is 
in what relates to his own. The principal 
value of his work confifts in what he delivers 
concerning the courts of Rome, France, and 
Spain ; and, in treating the tranfactions of 
thofe courts, he is to be look’d upon as an 
original hiftorian. There are many curious 
matters relating to Germany, but as they are 
taken from other writers, he has not the merit 
of being the original in that refpect ; but yet 
his copy, if we may fo call it, exceeds infi- 
nitely ail the originals in beauty and ornament 
of writing. ‘There are many curious things re- 
lating to feveral courts in Italy, fome of which 
are to be found no where elfe. Asto the Low- 
Countries, he gives the beft and fulleft account, 
from the beginning of the troubles to the 
truce fet on toot in 1607, of any author ex- 
tant. ‘The great revolution in Portugal after 
the death of Don Sebajfizan, is admirably told 
Ani. 1§79. As to the Larkifh matters, and 
the affairs of the Xeriffes in Africa, he exceeds 
all who have written upon them, and he feems 
to take a particular delight in them, from the 
novelty and furprifing incidents that occur in 
them. He makes excurfions into America, as 

alfo into the remote parts of the Eaf?. He 
gives a very good account of Poland, Hun- 
gary, Tranfilvania, and Walachia, and the af- 
fairs of the houfe of Aufiria with thofe coun- 
tries. He gives us enough of Mu/covy, Sweden, 
and Denmark, Pruffia and Livonia; and in all 
thofe particulars is highly entertaining. As 
to England, it muft be confefs’d he is not al- 
ways exact ; but fome miftakes concerning the 
legal part of our conftitution, and judicial mat- 
ters, are very excufable in a foreigner. He 
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does juftice to the nation in great points, and 
Queen Elizabeth’s reign appears no where in 
greater nor truer luftre than in his hiftory. As 
to Scotland, he follows Buchanan for che moft 
part, as far as that author goes, and adds credit 
to him. Thofe who find fault with fo great a 
performance upon little inaccuracies relating 
to foreign countries, fhew but {mall experience 
in publick affairs, by imagining that he could 
have exact accounts of all the foreign countries 
in Europe, as to their domeftick itate, and 
what related wholly to themfelves: There 
were few that could give him perfect accounts 
of their own countries, and the moft careful 
and judicious may too often be miftaken. 
Whatever tranfaction any court had with 
France is accurately related, and the variety 
of his fubjects affords great entertainment and 
relief in reading ; but the chief value and uti- 
lity of his hiftory confifts in his relations con- 
cerning the three courts of Rome, France, and 
Spaiw, which at that time gave the fpring to 
the affairs of the whole world. 
© In this great work feveral kinds of hiftory 
are contained, diftin¢ét from the principal ob- 
jects ; as in particular the progrefs of litera- 
ture, which is interwoven with wonderful art 
and labour in the account of about four hun- 
dred perfons, who within that time were con- 
fiderable in the feveral parts of the world for 
their learned works; and in this his humanity 
is apparent, in cenfuring none too feverely ; 
but.as he touches faults gently, fo he gives due 
praife, where it is deferved, without diftin- 
étion upon the account either of religion or 
country, and for this the court of Rome was 
highly incenfed againft him : his work was 
| | * cen- 
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cenfured, as if written by an heretick: how- 


ever, the church of Rome had the credit to 
have Zhuanus live and die in her cog)munion. 


The Romifb emiffaries have pretended, that 
the pofthumous work, or continuation of the 


hiftory from the 8oth book, was to be fufpect- 
ed; but as that proves itfelf to be genuine by 
its ftyle and inimitable freedom of fpirit, en- 


‘ tirely agreeable to what he publifhed in his 


life-time, and fet hisname to; fo Mr. Buckley 


‘ has given us convincing proofs, that Lingel- 
‘ fheim’s was the parata Editio. 
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© The fymmetry and contexture: of the whole 
work cannot be fufficiently admired ; and it is 
fo rich in materials, that if it vvas broken into 
parts, and thofe ranged under their refpeétive 
heads, it would make feveral excellent hifto- 
ries ; all which would be fubf{tantial and con- 
cife, and fought after with eagernefs by the 
generality of readers: wheres taking them 
altogether, five volumes in Folto, in Latin, for 
about fixty years only, deter rnany from ven- 
turing upon them; but the new edition will 
diminifh that apprehenfion, by making proper 
divifions, by which it will appear, that almoft 
every where, in half an hour’s reading, there 
is to be found a proper paufe. 

* It is now about a hundred years fince any 
edition of this hiftory has been” publifhed : 
and as few of them are beautiful, and none of 
them can ftand fingly, we are much obliged 
to Mr. Buckley for undertaking fo ufeful and 
expenfive a work, which will be fome honour 
to England, when it comes out, as it will do 


juftice to one of the beft hiftorians, and trueft 


advocates for liberty, that ever wrote.’ 


ARTICLE 
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ARTICLE XVI. 


STATE of Learning. , 


ALTENA. 


‘HE learned Mr. Kob/, who publifhed that 
| new and curious account of Literary 
th Hiltory you mentioned in your Journal of latt 
4 month, p. 78, and 79. propofes foon to publifh 
4 feveral other treatifes that will very much con- 
i tribute to illuftrate a confiderable branch of 
Literary Hiftory, which has hitherto been as 
1 little known, as even that of the Sc/avonians, 
i Cthe fubjeét of his laft book:)}) and that will 
a alfo put in aclearer and much better light fe- 
| veral things relating to the ftate of the Greek 
| church, than has yet been done in any other 
i treatife, that has attempted this fubject. The 
ii whole will confift of eight differtations, the 
| contents of which (for want of room here) 
| fhall be given in our next Journal. 


LEIPSICK. 





.R. Hommeln, Doftor of laws, has col- 
lected into one volume in 4fo, all the 

Law Differtations of the late Mr.Zitius, and re- 
duced them under thirteen heads, and publifhed 
them with the following title, D. Gott/. Gerb, Zi- 
tit 
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tit Difputationes furidict varit Argumenti. The 
contents of which, we fhall fend you in our 
next Letters. 


HAMBURG H. 


HE very learned and indefatigable profef- 

for Fabricius has fent to the prefs a fe- 
cond tome of his Sy/abus Scriptorum de Veritate 
Religionis Chriftiane. He has alfo lately 
publifhed, the plan of the Hydro-Theology of 
your learned Mr. Derbam, But the new edi- 
tion of his Bzbliotheca Greca is not yet in 
the prefs. 


WOLFENBUTITEL. 


ID r. Bruckmaun is bufy printing three books 
upon very curious and important fubjects, 
they are entitled Bibliotheca Metallica, Hydro- 
graphica, €§ Numifmatica. 'The laft of thofe 
three is already publifhed, wherein we find 
an account of above fifteen hundred au- 
thors that have wrote upon medals, medallions, 
and on coins in general, and the feveral fpe- 
cies of them in particular. The two others 
will foon appear, and he propofes to give each 


following year proper fupplements, or a conti- 
Nuation of them. 


Tue fame author has now pubiifhed the plan 
and propofals for printing by fubfcription:a fe- 
cond tome of his Magnalia Dei in Locis Subter- 
vaneis, in which he promifes to give a com- 
pleat and faithful defcription of Mines, and of 
above fixteen hundred mountains whence gold 
is 
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is extracted ; to omit mentioning the curious 
remarks he makes upon the feveral metals, pre- 
cious ftones, and many fubterraneous places, 8c, 


LONDON. 


‘HERE is lately publifhed, and dedicated 

to the Royal Society, Conjecture Philofo- 

phicea, de Colorum in facie viciffitudine annua, 

ubi maxime in viredinis eftive, &8 byemalis al- 

bedinis naturam &8 ufum inguifitur. Autore Carolo 

Henrico Rappolt, Boruffo. Printed for Mr. Innys 
in St. Paul’s Church-yard. 


Tuere are alfo propofals publifhed by | 
Mr. Dennis for printing by fubfcription, New 
Obfervations and Remarks on the twelve Books 
of the Paradife Loft of Milton. By which it 
will appear, that, for the honour of Great Bri- 
tain, Milton in the fublimity of his thoughts, 
tranfcends both the antients and moderns: and 
that particularly in his defcription of Hel/, he 
furpaffes Homer and Virgil], who had defcribed 
it before him. A work as Mr. Dennis truly 
obferves, very neceflary at a time, when there 
is a general depravity of tafte that difhonours 
our country. 








